KINDERGARTEN
PROGRAM & BENEFITS
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History of Maria Montessori
Maria Montessori Academy is built upon the educational legacy of Dr. Maria Montessori, which began 103
years ago.
Dr. Montessori was one of the first females to graduate from the University of Rome Medical School.
In 1907, Dr. Montessori discerned a fundamental premise about children - all children are uniquely
intelligent. This was a unique concept for this time and continues to be innovative.
Piaget, Gardner, Goleman and many other current educational theorist validate this premise.
Dr. Montessori’s focus on the whole child moves away from the traditional adult-centered classroom to an
environment and methodology that is designed to facilitate the development of the child’s independence
and sense of personal empowerment.

“Within the child lies the fate of the future.” Maria Montessori
The Montessori Method of education, developed by Dr. Maria Montessori, is a
child-centered educational approach based on scientific observations of children
from birth to adulthood.

Casa de Bambini (Children’s House) 1942
"They were left alone, and little by little, the children
began to work with concentration, and the
transformation they underwent was noticeable.
From timid and wild as they were before, the
children became sociable and communicative. Their
personalities grew and, strange though it may seem,
they showed extraordinary understanding, vivacity
and confidence. They were happy and joyous.”
Montessori, 1942

Philosophy of Montessori Education
❖ Respect for oneself, respect for others, and respect for the environment.
❖ Intelligence is not fixed and a child’s potential is limitless.
❖ Children need to develop a meaningful degree of independence and self-discipline.
❖ Children are taught to take pride in doing things for themselves carefully and well.
❖ The opportunity for children to think, collaborate and discover.
❖ Each student is treated as a unique learner.
❖ Teachers and students collaborate in the learning process.
❖ Students are encouraged to use higher level thinking skills and not just rote
memorization.

The Classroom: is set up to facilitate maximum independent learning and exploration by the child.

●

The environment is beautiful, uncluttered and
well-maintained, inviting the learner to come in
and work.

●

Each classroom is uniquely suited to meet the
needs, interests, abilities, and development of the
students in the class - accommodating choice.

●

There is natural lighting, soft colors, and order set
the stage for activity that is focused and calm.

●

●

There are spaces suited to group activity, and
areas where a student can settle in alone.

Freedom within limits: Working within parameters
set by their teachers and the classroom
community, students move about freely and
choose their own work.

Each material has a place, conveying a sense of
harmony and order that both comforts and
inspires.

●

Children work on activities at their own pace.

●

●

Procedures and routines are developed and
refined to create student independence.

●

Materials displayed on open, easily accessible
shelves, fostering independence as students go
about their work.

First Plane of Development

The Integrated Montessori Curriculum

The curriculum is not compartmentalized into separate subjects. The
concepts are introduced simply and concretely and are reintroduced
several times over succeeding years at increasing degrees of abstraction
and complexity.
The integrated approach is one of Montessori’s great strengths. The
curriculum is interrelated so that concepts are reinforced across the
classroom culture.

Central Question: What is it?
Myself!
The Absorbent Mind
mental and physical development
order and organization
movement
exploration and refinement of
senses
physical independence
attention to detail

Overriding Desire: Let me do it!
0-3
coordination
language/speech development
attention
perception
3-6
IQ
executive functioning
interpersonal relationships

Montessori Materials: Concrete to the Abstract
Children thrive by experiencing
concrete experiences and
making connections to the “real
world.”
Children need to manipulate and
explore their learning
environment. New concepts in all
subjects are introduced with
concrete didactic materials many, which were designed by
Dr. Montessori.

Montessori Materials: Concrete to the Abstract

Teachers arrange these materials
on shelves following a sequence
from the curriculum flow chart.
The children learn order and
sequence from the materials in
the prepared environment.

Montessori Prepared Environment: Classroom
Practical life
Activities of daily living.

Sensorial
Isolate one defining quality such as color,
weight, shape, texture, size, sound, smell,
etc.

Montessori Prepared Environment
Language

Mathematics

Montessori Prepared Environment
Cultural
❖ Geography- the study of earth
and biomes
❖ Botany- the study of plants
❖ Zoology- the study of animals
❖ Physical Science- the study of
the forces of motion and the
properties of materials.

Going OUT Experiences
Four Traditional Going OUT
Experiences:
●
●
●
●

Park
Treehouse Museum
Dinosaur Park
Ogden Nature Center

In School Field Experiences
●
●

Bird Show
Reptile Show

Montessori Kindergarten vs. Traditional Kindergarten
Montessori Classroom

Traditional Classroom

The Role of the teacher: the teacher is viewed as a guide.
Her role is unobtrusive; she observes as children work
together and teach each other, offering assistance as
needed.

The Role of the teacher: the teacher is typically viewed as
an authority figure; she is the center of the classroom who is
in charge of controlling what and how students learn.

Curriculum: Montessori classrooms allow students to have
choices so that they control the direction and pace of their
learning. While Montessori students still have skills that they
are required to master, the means by which they master
those skills is self-directed.

Curriculum: classrooms often have a "one size fits all"
curriculum. For students who learn differently, this sometimes
poses a major challenge.

Materials: Montessori classrooms focus on learning
materials. Memorization is not a goal of Montessori
education; instead, the focus is on how and why things
happen. In other words, Montessori schools teach for
understanding. Montessori kindergarten classrooms also
promote physical exploration with many multi-sensory
materials.

Materials: Rely heavily on textbooks.

Montessori Kindergarten vs. Traditional Kindergarten
Montessori

Traditional

Environment: Montessori classroom environments are
quite different. Montessori students can move freely
about the classroom, working where they choose. In
fact, Montessori educators believe that autonomy is a
driving force in student motivation. Additionally, the
Montessori classroom is often filled with the chatter of
students working cooperatively in small groups.

Environment:In traditional classrooms, students are
typically assigned their own workspace, most often a
desk or a chair at a table. They are expected to sit
quietly in their workspace and not move around the
classroom unless instructed to.

Daily Schedule: They believe that it takes time to
develop interest in an activity and cutting children off
from learning experiences in an attempt to maintain a
daily schedule is not conducive to effective learning.
Thus, in Montessori classrooms, children are not
interrupted when they are productively engaged in
learning activities.

Daily Schedule:Hectic daily schedule. In an effort to
avoid boredom, traditional classrooms typically break the
day up into several short time periods, so students are
frequently changing activities.

The Goals of Maria Montessori Academy
To provide children with an
authentic Montessori education
that will foster a love of learning,
self-confidence, personal
creativity, and an entrepreneurial
spirit.
Our academic program will assist
children in discovering their true
potential through MMA’s nurturing
of their intelligence and creativity.
You are giving your children an
outstanding preparation for high
school, college and life.

Interested in learning more?
Call (801) 827-0150 to schedule a tour!

