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Monday August 22, 2016

Staples and Core Foundations of a Montessori Classroom:
August 23rd
Cross Country
Parent Meeting
@ 5:00 PM

August 31st
Maria
Montessori’s
Birthday

September 5th
No School- Labor
Day

September 17th
MMA 5K @ 8:00
AM and Pancake
Breakfast @ 9:00
AM

September 21st
International
Day of Peace

September 23rd
Early Out,
AM Kinder: 8:3010:30
PM Kinder:
11:00-1:00
1st-9th Grade:
8:30-1:00

October 3rd
~Normalization
Ends
~Jr. High Fees
are due

At Maria Montessori Academy we embody the teachings and practices of Dr. Maria Montessori.
Many of these core foundations of Montessori are different than a traditional school setting. We
encourage all families to research and apply these core foundations. Below are a few of the essential
values and examples of how they are applied to individual children:
Follow the Child: Through our observations of each child we are able to discover their interests and
abilities and plan lessons that will follow them. For example, when we notice that a child is very
excited about dinosaurs we will use this interest to guide their learning in math: how many feet was
this dinosaur? How long ago did it live? What was its life span? And in language: Write about this
animal’s territory, its predators and prey. We follow the child when they want to learn about
multiplication in 1st grade and triangles in 3rd grade. We do not wait for the rest of the group to be
ready or for the calendar to tell us when to teach these concepts.
Hands-on Materials: Montessorians believe that students must experience a concept
through a hands-on (concrete) form before they can be asked to explain or write
about it. For example, before a child sees a written (abstract) math problem like
2+3=___. They must first manipulate objects to find the meaning of the numbers and
the signs. This concrete to abstract applies to every area of the curriculum. When
learning about trees, students will actually see a tree, they will touch it and smell it
before they are asked to draw a picture or write a story about it.
Movement: Current educational research shows that students learn best when they are able to move
about before, during and after their learning. Click here to read one of these studies. Students are not
encouraged to sit in one place as a passive learner they are asked to move from one area of the room
to another during their school day. Recess is given a priority as is physical activity outside of school.
Self-Discipline: Students who are motivated and interested in what they do are
self-disciplined. Children who understand the procedures and expectations find
happiness in being in charge of their own learning.
Celebration of Life: Birthdays are celebrated with a celebration of life. Instead of
cupcakes and happy birthday songs, we ask that families join us in the classroom to
share the life of their child from birth to present day. This includes pictures and
stories of the birthday child. We believe that each child is unique and we celebrate
each child individually on their special day.
Snack: Students are offered an opportunity to have a healthy snack each day. This fulfills both
nutritional needs of growing minds and bodies as well as the practical life opportunity of preparing
and cleaning up after oneself. Children also enjoy this time to socialize with their peers and take a
break from the cognitive demands of their work.

What’s New at MMA?
MMA

Thespian Society
Be a part of the Fall School Play!
Performance in November!
Rehearsals will be every Tuesday,
Thursday, and Friday 3:15-4:30pm.
Students Grade 5-9 Welcome!
First meeting on
Thursday, August 25th in
Ms. Lisa’s Class (P2C2) at 3:15pm!
What play will we perform?
That all depends on who
shows up to the first meeting!

PLEASE RESPECT THE FIRST 6 WEEKS OF SCHOOL
BY ALLOWING YOUR CHILD TO INDEPENDENTLY
ENTER AND EXIT THE SCHOOL.
ALL PARENT/STUDENT INTERACTIONS ARE LIMITED
DURING THE SCHOOL DAY TO EMERGENCIES
ONLY.THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION
"Among the revelations the child has brought us, there is one

fundamental importance, the phenomenon of normalization
through work... it is certain that the child's aptitude for work
represents a vital instinct; for without work his personality
cannot organize itself and deviates from the normal lines of
construction. Man builds himself through working."
“During normalization the child is becoming his best possible
self and doing so without effort and with complete joy.”

Cross Country Parent Player Meeting
A Cross Country Parent Meeting will be held
on Tuesday, August 23rd at 5:00 PM.
For more information please email
ahafen@mariamontessoriacademy.org

“Love of work; concentration; selfdiscipline; and sociability~ all
characteristics of the normalized
child.”
“The child, in fact, once he feels sure of himself, will
no longer seek the approval of authority after every
step.”
Maria Montessori 1870-1952

Dear Families,
We are gearing up for our big 5k fundraiser on September 17th and are excited to open
registration! Visit our website and check out the race information and register you and your
family for the race. You will find a "share" button on the registration site where you can share
with friends via Facebook and save a dollar off your registrations cost. There are a few options
for registering for our race; individually, as a family (you can add additional people quickly
online), or the family sponsor option. This is a fun option where you can upgrade your family
registration to $100 and we will print your family or child's name on the back of the race shirt!
Don't forget your child can wear their race shirt all year long to school! Shirts are included in
your swag bag when you register.

https://www.raceentry.com/races/mma-annual-5k-family-color-fun-run/2016/register

Meet Maria Montessori!

Check Out The Official
MMA Facebook Page!
MMA has a new official Facebook
page! Click on the link below and
“Like” our page to get updates as
soon as information is posted.
https://www.facebook.com/MMAofUT/

Maria Montessori was an Italian physician, educator, and
innovator, acclaimed for her educational method that builds on
the way children naturally learn.
She opened the first Montessori school—the Casa dei Bambini,
or Children’s House—in Rome on January 6, 1907.
Subsequently, she traveled the world and wrote extensively about
her approach to education, attracting many devotees. There are
now more than 22,000 Montessori schools in at least 110
countries worldwide.
Maria Montessori was born on August 31, 1870, in the provincial
town of Chiaravalle, Italy. Her father was a financial manager for
a state-run industry. Her mother was
raised in a family that prized education.
She was well-schooled and an avid reader
—unusual for Italian women of that time.
The same thirst for knowledge took root
in young Maria, and she immersed
herself in many fields of study before
creating the educational method that
bears her name. To continue reading,
click here.
-Taken from the American Montessori Society

