
  

Montessori Moments 
“Free the child’s potential, and you will transform him into the world”   

-Maria Montessori 

October 2015 

Letter from the Director: Stephanie Speicher 

Our normalization period has come to a close and we are moving out of our transition 

back to school. During the Normalization period, we are focused on helping your child settle in 

comfortably into their learning environment. We routinely make informal and formal 

observations throughout their day; and of course, through our engagement with students, we 

gain a sense of their comfort, and educational needs. These observations help teachers and 

staff understand exactly where your child is on the continuum of learning and with their 

content knowledge acquisition. As we reflect and gather data we are able to align reading, 

writing mathematics, and cultural subject instruction directly to your child’s needs. By the end 

of Normalization, our teachers have a strong sense of where to carefully focus instruction for 

your child as well as help guide students towards independence.  

Please refer to our past newsletters if you need more clarification on the purpose and 

positive effects of the Normalization process. At this point, we welcome you to make an 

appointment with your child’s teacher to observe the classroom in action. There will also be an 

opportunity in January to “Go to school with your child” day. I encourage you to take advantage 

of these opportunities.  

Should you ever have questions, concerns, or suggestions during the school year, 

please do not hesitate to call or email. Our purpose is to help each child become the very best 

he/she can be. Effective communication between home and school is extremely important in 

achieving this goal. It has been shown that strong parental involvement and interest in 

education is a crucial factor in student success in school.  We encourage you to be well 

informed with up to date information about your child’s class and our school.  Enhancing 

communication lines with MMA can be made easier by subscribing to our blog to access 

important information about our school and stay abreast of current events and activities. 

            If you wish to discuss a matter that directly affects your child in the classroom, please 

speak with your child’s teacher first. He/she is the person who interacts with your child on a 

daily basis and will be able to address your concerns. Your child’s teacher would be the best 

person to help you in the areas of: your child’s academic progress, any behavioral concerns you 

may have, any concerns or questions you may have about classroom routines or procedures, 

classroom discipline matters, and homework. In addition, the classroom teacher can share 

ideas to help you reinforce skills and concepts taught at school. If                                                               

your concerns center on a school wide practice, please direct your                                                                                                     

call to a staff member in the main office.  In addition, Mrs. Rachel                                                                 

Fields will be happy to help you if you have questions about Child                                                                                

Find or special education programs.   

The first parent/teacher conferences will be October                                                              

12th-14th, which is coming up quickly! Each teacher is managing                                                                              

his or her own conference sign-ups with http://www.wejoinin.com.  

 October 1 
 Normalization Ends 

 

 October 7 
 Picture Day 

 

 October 12-14 
 ~Early Out- 8:30-1:00 

 AM Kinder out @ 10:30, 

 PM Kinder starts @ 11:00 

 ~Book Fair Opens after School 

 ~Parent Teacher Conferences 

 

 October 13 
Volunteer Finger Printing at 

the school 5:30- 7:00 PM 

 

 October 15-16 
 No School 

 

October 20 
Box Tops Store 

 

 October 20-22 

 Volleyball Clinic 3:15-5:00 PM 

 

 October 23 

 Fall Festival  
 

 October 26-30 

 ~Red Ribbon Week 

 ~End of Quarter 

 

 October 29 

 Substitute Training for those 

 who have previously been 

 fingerprinted 

http://www.wejoinin.com/


 

  

Maria Montessori was born in 1870. She became one of the first female physicians in Rome, 
Italy.  After her graduation she worked with developmentally disabled children and observed 
that all children were uniquely intelligent. She tested her educational theories using hands-on, 
interest based learning and observed that each child is uniquely intelligent.  The first 
Montessori school opened in 1907. It served 60 students in the slums of Italy ages one to six 
years of age.  By “preparing the environment” and “following the child” Montessori found 
remarkable improvement in student development when compared to traditional forms of 
education. Maria Montessori handed down a legacy of educational philosophy and there are 
currently 20,000 Montessori schools worldwide with 4,500 of them in the United States. Here 
at MMA we strive to keep as close to valued Montessori beliefs as possible.  Below are 
definitions of core Montessori philosophies that we, as a school, hold dear: 

Prepared Environment: The Montessori teacher believes that most student misbehavior can 
be resolved by preparing the classroom or school environment for the child’s needs. This 
includes keeping a clean and organized classroom as well as observing students’ interests and 
creating “works” for them to learn from.  

Practical Life: Montessori teachers believe in “education for life”. This includes lessons in 
sewing, map reading, cleaning of the classroom environment, social interactions, self calming, 
nutrition and many others. Students are given opportunities to learn concentration, 
coordination and self-control through activities that will serve them throughout their lives.  

Classroom Community: Each classroom is a community. Students are able to be leaders, 
followers, teachers and learners. We believe that every child has something unique to offer to 
the classroom and we value differences in backgrounds and opinions.  

Grace and Courtesy: Through explicit instruction in social behavior, children are able to 
develop and refine social skills while building self-esteem and independence. Your child will 
receive specific lessons about how to politely interrupt someone, say “please” and “thank 
you”, how to introduce themselves, or someone else and push in a chair silently. "The skills 
often cited as most important [by employers] are self-awareness, self-regulation, motivation, 
empathy and social skills. In addition, the most frequent cause of job failure is lack of self-
control and an inability to get along with others" (Vitto, 2003, P. 10), the Grace & Courtesy 
lessons your child will receive will help them become successful and employable adults.  

If you ever have questions about Montessori Methods please feel free to reach out to your 
student’s teacher, or email me at kweaver@mariamontessoriacademy.org. 

 -Kacee Weaver 

 

Kacee Weaver: Curriculum Specialist  
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 Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

are coming! 

Parent teacher 

conferences will be held 

on October 12-14. Please 

check teacher’s blogs for 

sign-ups. We encourage 

all parents to attend 

conferences to get 

updates on your student’s 

progress. Please note that 

school will have an early 

release on these days. 

Parents interested in 

being a certified driver or 

substituting at the school 

will have the opportunity 

to be fingerprinted during 

PTC on October 13th from 

5:30-7:00 PM. There is a 

$25.00 fee to pay to 

Academica West, as well 

as $52.75 processing fee 

that is paid to MMA to 

cover the BCI’s (Bureau of 

Criminal Identification) 

bill. Please bring a 

checkbook or cash.   

Also, don’t forget the 

book fair! The Library will 

be open for the book fair 

starting at 1:30 all three 

days! Parents please 

remember that students 

must be accompanied by 

an adult when at the fair.  

Please be on the lookout for specific information from your child’s teacher to sign 

up for a conference slot. Our main office is willing to offer support in this process, if you 

do not have access to the Internet.  This is a wonderful opportunity to get to know your 

child’s teacher and to share in your child’s progress.  

Thank you to everyone that participated in our annual 5k Run for the Redwoods 

and Pancake Breakfast.  It was a huge success and gets the 6th graders well on their way 

to earning the funds to go to California.  This month we also have our MAPA sponsored 

Fall Festival. It is sure to jam packed with fun, laughter, and great costumes. Please refer 

to the MAPA section of the newsletter for details.  

As always, my door is always open. 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Stephanie 

 

 

Letter From the Director Continued:  
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Valeri Cruze: Counselor’s Corner 
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Social skills started a couple weeks ago, and it is going well. I was so excited to see all of 

my students again, and get back into the swing of things. We have a lot we are focusing 

on this year with a lot of information, but it is also going to be fun. 

This year I was given an amazing resource-What Do You Stand For-For Kids-A guide to 

Building Character. This book outlines 10 character traits that I will be teaching the 

students. These include: Caring, Citizenship, Cooperation, Fairness, Forgiveness, 

Honesty, Relationships, Respect, Responsibility, and Safety. 

We will begin the year by focusing on this book. Each week we will focus on a new trait. 

We will learn about what the trait means, how we can apply it, and do an activity to 

help reinforce the new information we have been taught.  Student goals will be 

addressed by learning these traits.  

I found a great article that addresses why teaching Character education is beneficial to 

students. It stated, “Character education is a teaching method which fosters the 

development of ethical and responsible individuals by teaching them about the good 

values that people should have.” I am a firm believer in character education, and feel 

that my students will benefit from learning it. Here is the link to                                                     

the article, so it can be read further if needed. It has a lot of                                                     

great resources. 

http://www.teach-nology.com/currenttrends/character_education/ 

Valeri Cruze 

School Counselor 

 

Do you want to be an ACTOR? 

Come join the Thespian Society!!                
(A club for acting and putting on plays) 

We will meet every “B” Day Thursday 3:15-4:00pm. We will be putting 

on a play in April. Only members of the Thespian Society will be in the 

play! Our first meeting will be:  

Thursday, October 8th 3:15-4:00pm               

on the Stage by the South Playground. 

Available to boys and girls Grade 5-9! 

See Ms. Lisa (in the Jr. High) for more info! 

Get Ready For Some 

Volleyball! 

MMA is offering a three 

day long Volleyball Clinic! 

This is a great opportunity 

for students to hone their 

skills, make new friends, 

and bring a great end to 

their Volleyball unit in PE. 

The clinic will be held on 

October 20-22 from 3:15-

5:00 PM.  This clinic will 

be for grades 5-9, boys 

and girls. There are 24 

spots available. Spots will 

be given on a first come 

first served basis.  

The fee for this clinic is 

$30 per student. You can 

pay online or at the front 

office. Checks should be 

made payable to Maria 

Montessori Academy.  

We look forward to 

serving you! 

http://www.teach-nology.com/currenttrends/character_education/


MAPA News and Upcoming Events for October 

2015

 

October Committee Spotlight 

Upcoming Events 

MAPA meeting: Please join us for our monthly MAPA meeting on Friday October 2 at 8:45 

AM in the school conference room.  

A huge shout out to Patty Sweeney and her committee Melinda Montgomery, Autumn 

Douglas, Kristin Delong and Tristan Hart. The safety committee acts as our crossing guards 

so you and your children can walk safely to school each morning. You can count on them to 

be there no matter what the weather brings! 

The safety committee also prepares emergency kits for each classroom, helps execute 

evacuation drills, and plans our annual Red Ribbon Week. Next time you see them, please 

wave and say Thank You!  
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Original Works 
We are very excited to be hosting another Original Works Fundraiser. Turn your child’s art into 

a one of a kind piece of art or even a holiday gift.  One thing that makes this fundraiser unique 

is that the money raised by your student directly benefits his/her classroom. More information 

will be included in the parent packet which will be coming home with your student on October 

19.  

 

Box Top Store 
Our monthly box top store will be held Tuesday October 20. Please send trimmed and 

unexpired box tops with your child that day. 
 

Fall Festival 
Our annual Fall Festival will be Friday, October 23 from 5-8 pm. This is a community event, so 

feel free to bring your friends and neighbors. There will be games, bounce houses, a dunk tank, 

rock-climbing wall, caramel apples, and so much more! MMA does not allow costumes at 

school, so this is a great time for your kids to show off their Halloween attire. Buy your 

wristbands and tickets during Parent-Teacher Conference Oct 12-14. Hope to see you there. 

  
 

Book Fair 
Our first book fair of the year is this month, during Parent Teacher Conference: Oct 12-14.  

Volunteer are always needed, so watch for more information about how you can help! 
 

Red Ribbon Week 
Our annual Red Ribbon Week is October 26-30. The theme this year is Respect yourself-Be drug 

free. We are very excited to have Dorian Willes back with us again this year. Dorian is a 

recovering addict who lost an eye, part of his leg and arm due to his addiction. He is now a 

competitive athlete and motivational Speaker. He loves MMA and our students. For more 

information about him check his adaptive athlete video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h43lTxI-VBQ 
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We are in need of parents to volunteer to help organize and head-up our spelling bee 

with Ms. Kacee, as well as a parent to run our Lego League. If you are interested in 

helping with either of these programs, please contact the school. 

 

The school also needs more substitute teachers! If you, or anyone you know, are 

interested, you will need to be background checked. The school will also be offering a 

substitute teacher training on October 29th here at the school. Please contact the front 

office with any questions about subbing. 

 

We need adult volunteers to help with our 6th Grade MMA Cafe fundraiser on 

Thursdays from 11:50am to 1:00 p.m.  

 

If you can volunteer once a month, or more often during this time please contact Ms 

Stef at swilliamson@mariamontessoriacademy.org  

 

MMA Cafe is a time when students sell prepackaged food items to the student body. 

This activity develops many new skills as the students learn about marketing and sales, 

budgeting and making change, and hone their customer service skills. The kids also 

have a lot of fun!  

 

I am looking forward to hearing from you! 

Thanks,  

Stef Williamson 

Upper Elementary Teacher 

Volunteers Needed! 
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Normalization is Over! 
We are very grateful for all of you honoring our Normalization Period. From here on out 

parents are welcome to come into the building during the school day. Please remember that 

all visitors to the school must check-in with the front office before going back to volunteer, 

deliver lunches, or check out a student. 

Thank you! 
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At MMAJH we have a house system.  Used by schools across 

Canada and Europe, these systems group students in diverse ways to 

enrich the environment by erasing academic, age & gender 

boundaries. At the end of each school day we meet in these houses 

to offer each other academic & social support, learn & apply study 

skills, set goals, & enjoy some personal world time.  In these houses 

students identified attributes with which they wished to be associated 

and chose a name to match.  We introduced to you this year’s 

houses: 

 

Rangers - Head of house Ms. Fallon 

Awesome Possums - Head of house Ms. Kat 

Manitoba - Head of house Ms. Jessi 

Mesquakie - Head of house -Ms. Emily 

Psychedelic Albino Ligers - Head of house Ms. Marie  

House Lindeman: Head of house Mr. Rob 

We also are excited to reveal the student government officers who will 

represent each house: 

Rangers: Lancer & Branson 

Awesome Possums: Ankhesena & Kalel 

Manitoba  Ashlyn & Claire 

Mesquakie - Destiny & Carter 

Psychedelic Albino Ligers - Isaac & Aldridge 

House Lindeman: Jackson & Elyse 

If you would like some further reading on the house system please 

read the article linked below: 

https://bbnn.wikispaces.com/file/view/Welcome+to+the+House+Syste

m.pdf  

 

From the MMA Jr. High 

A new course we are offering at MMAJH is 

Erdkinder, which is German for, “Earth 

Child.”  Through this project based class, 

Montessori students learn about the earth 

and her bounties through hatching and 

raising egg laying chickens, planting & 

studying plants, keeping up the grounds, 

and many other exciting endeavors.  Above 

and to the left are a few pictures of what’s 

happening in Erdkinder. We have been 

harvesting the MMAJH garden and then 

preparing salsa, doing ‘egg-periements’ to 

learn about egg development (unfertilized, of 

course) and built the coop 

https://bbnn.wikispaces.com/file/view/Welcome+to+the+House+System.pdf
https://bbnn.wikispaces.com/file/view/Welcome+to+the+House+System.pdf
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MMA wants to give a big thank you to: 

For all of their help and support during our Cross Country 

season. Please join us for our last regular season meet at 

American Prep Academy West Valley, 3636 W 3100 S, West 

Valley City, UT. Please watch for more info regarding our 

Region and State meets! 

and 


