
  

Montessori Moments 
“Free the child’s potential, and you will transform him into the world”   

-Maria Montessori 

September 2015 

Letter from the Director: Stephanie Speicher 

Each fall, the release of SAGE (Student Assessment of Growth and Excellence) scores 

provides education professionals opportunities to regroup, reflect and refine ideas to help 

improve our practice. The state of Utah also issues every public school a letter grade.  The 

criterion for the School Grading System incorporates academic achievement, both content 

mastery and growth only on the SAGE tests for Language Arts, Writing, Mathematics, and 

Science.  It does not include school-based assessments or literacy gains in our K-3
rd

 grades.  This 

is important to note, because not all critical data has been used to assess school grades.  

Often, when I reflect about testing, I realize that it is important to be held accountable, 

but when one measurement tool given on one particular day is the basis of a grade that is meant 

to define us in the eyes of the state legislature, we need to be cautious. I equate this complex 

situation to my garden.  There are great gifts in the planting of seeds and watching them grow to 

their fullest potential. The “seeds” that we use to grow and nourish young hearts and minds are 

the ideas, values, and initiatives that are planted in our community. Educators, like gardeners, are 

under increased pressure to use “seeds” that promise great outcomes but result in loss.  Here are 

a few ideas that seem to have taken root in schools today that potentially need to be weeded out – 

relying on standardized tests as the ultimate indicator of student performance, increasing 

achievement by threatening teachers with sanctions, ignoring the arts, and trusting textbook 

companies more than teachers to design meaningful curriculum. 

I feel that Maria Montessori Academy is a different kind of school.  Our job is to 

preserve the seeds that are growing here and give them the room to thrive.  Our ultimate goal is 

to help every student become a critical, reflective thinker, courageous problem-solver, and 

engaged, compassionate community builder.  It is crucial to believe in the expertise and insight 

of our teachers to design appropriate curriculum, assess student progress, and guide the learning 

process.  Every student has tremendous knowledge, skill, and potential, it is the job of the teacher 

to facilitate, not dictate, the learning process.  Most importantly, we need to remember that 

students should be able to demonstrate their learning in meaningful ways and should have 

opportunities to apply their learning in the world they live in.  As I think about our school, and I 

think about all the students, parents, and teachers who make up our community, I am assured that 

our school is a wonderful place to be learning. 

After taking the time to do an in-depth analysis of the variety of testing data on a local 

MMA level, Weber School District level and on State level, I am confident that there are 

amazing teachers who have high standards and consistently work towards success for all 

students.  If you have any questions regarding our state assigned school grade or the specifics of 

your individual child’s test scores, please call or email to schedule an appointment to discuss the 

data.  Thank you again for your commitment to our school, your children, and to a desire to be 

the change we wish to see in the world.  

 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Stephanie 

 

September 7 
No school 

 

September 15 
Box Tops Store 

 

September 19 
Run for the Redwoods 5K 

 

September 21 
MMA Skate Night 

 

September 25 
Half Day 

 

October 1 
Normalization Ends 

 

October 7 
Picture Day 

 

October 12-14 
~Early Out- 8:30-1:00 

AM Kinder out @ 10:30,       

PM Kinder starts @ 11:00 

~Book Fair Open after School 

~Parent Teacher Conferences 

 



 

  

The Great Lessons 

Every year our students begin their study with The Great Lessons. These stories are 

meant to ignite the child’s imagination and curiosity. We aim to inspire them to think big and 

ask big questions. Students learn the definition of the word “theory” and that not everyone 

believes the same thing about how the Earth was created or how life came to it, but that we 

all respect each others’ ideas and can discuss them openly with confidence and acceptance of 

differences. These lessons also lead to the study of many science and social studies topics 

throughout the rest of the year. 

The First Story- The Birth of the Universe- Students explore the science behind the big 

bang through experiments and stories. They discuss other cultures beliefs about the beginning 

of the earth and are encouraged to discuss their families’ beliefs as well. 

The Second Story-The Coming of Life- Students explore the timeline of life, a long 

chart with pictures and information about microorganisms, plants and animals that live (or 

have lived) on Earth. 

The Third Story-The Coming of Humans- This lesson explores the early civilizations, 

the needs of humans and that humans have three gifts that make them special; a mind to 

imagine, a hand to do work and a heart that can love. 

The Fourth Story-The Story of Writing- When did the ABC’s begin to be used? What 

came before? Where did the English language originate? All of these questions are posed to 

the child to help them imagine a time and place separate from what they know. 

The Fifth Story- The Story of Numbers- This story, much like the Story of Writing asks 

the child to think about numbers, counting  and the history of both the written and verbal 

quantity. How did ancient civilizations represent 1,000 head of deer before the number 1,000 

was created? Do all cultures use the same number system? 

These stories are not meant to be memorized by the students; they only act as a 

springboard for further discussion and investigation by the students. Our hope is that your 

children come home asking questions that you as a family can explore together. These Great 

Lessons build a strong foundation for the peace education that the Montessori Philosophy is 

founded on. Please be sure to ask your child about what they think and discuss what your 

family believes about the above stories.  

 

 

For additional information http://www.montessoriforeveryone.com/The-Five-Great-

Lessons_ep_66-1.html 

 

Gratefully Yours, 

Kacee Weaver, M.Ed. 

Curriculum Instructional Specialist 

Kacee Weaver: Curriculum Specialist  
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The MMA Cafe will be 

open two days per week 

starting in mid-

September. 

We are currently 

planning on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays. 

We need parent 

volunteers to help and 

we also welcome ideas 

and suggestions. 

The Jr. High will run the 

cafe on Tuesdays raising 

money for the 9th grade 

field trip. 

The 6th grade will run 

the cafe on Thursdays 

raising money for the 

6th grade field trip. 

We look forward to 

serving you soon!! 

Ms. Marie (Jr. High) and 

Ms. Stephaney (6th) 

 

The MMA 

Café!! 

http://www.montessoriforeveryone.com/The-Five-Great-Lessons_ep_66-1.html
http://www.montessoriforeveryone.com/The-Five-Great-Lessons_ep_66-1.html


 

 

 

  

Valeri Cruz: Counselors Corner 
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Welcome back MMA Students and Parents!! I am so excited to start 

another year. I hope you all had a wonderful summer and you are rested 

and ready to go. 

There are a few changes this year. I have moved offices from the back of 

the gym to the north kiva. I am in the office next to Ms. Kirsten and Ms. 

Shannon’s classroom. This is where Ms. Dena and speech were last 

year. This is where students will come this year for social skills and 

registration information/appointments. I will be working a great deal 

with the junior high, giving some CTE lessons, as well as continuing 

with teaching social skills. Social Skills will begin the week of September 

14th. I look forward to seeing all of my students again. 

Also this year I will not be coming monthly into classrooms to teach 

seven habits. Please check out my bulletin board in the main hall for 

seven habits information and news.  

I am thrilled we have brought on 9th graders this year.  Junior high is an 

exciting time. I am excited to see all your smiling faces again. We have 

amazing students and staff, and I am proud to be a part of it. This is 

going to be a great year!! 

Ms. Valeri   

School Counselor 

EDUCATING FOR PEACE 

Averting war is the work of politicians; 

establishing peace is the work of 

educators. ~Maria Montessori. 

Each year the International 

Day of Peace is observed around 

the world on the 21st of September. 

This is a day devoted to 

strengthening the ideals of peace, 

both within and among all nations 

and peoples. Dr. Maria Montessori 

was an influential figure in peace 

education. She was nominated 

three times for her efforts in 

creating a more peaceful humanity. 

She developed a concrete 

education for peace that is still 

thriving throughout the globe 

(Duckworth, 2006).  

Our philosophy focuses on 

the development of the whole child 

and values both the creative and 

critical thinking skills, as well as 

relational skills. We value global 

citizenship, personal responsibility 

and respect for diversity. We foster 

independent and critical thought 

and self-discipline. Students are 

involved in forming and enforcing 

the rules of their community and 

we strive to honor the humanity of 

everyone.  

We encourage parents and families 

to take time to talk to their 

students about what peace means 

to your family. 

“We are trying to create a 

world of understanding between 

people; A world in which everyone’s 

unique gifts are appreciated; A world 

where all citizens of the planet have 

equal opportunities; A world in which 

we preserve our resources while we 

discover and create new resources; A 

world full of open minds and giving 

hearts.” Andrew Kutt 

 

 

Crosswalk Safety 
 Please remember grace and courtesy. The crossing guards are 

volunteers. 

 No dropping off/or picking up along any red painted curb. 

 No U-turns on either 2550 N. or 200 E. during drop off/pick up time. 

 Everyone must cross on a crosswalk either on the street or in the 

parking lot. No exceptions.  

 If you are stopped, please do not proceed until both the children and 

the crossing guard are off the crosswalk.   

 Children must exit the vehicle from the passenger side only. 

 Once you enter the parking lot, please unload children ONLY at the 

front of the school. If you would like to avoid long wait times, please 

drop your children off at North Shore.   

 Children must wait for the guard to be in the middle of the crosswalk 

to cross.   

 While bikes, scooters, rollerblades, etc. may be ridden to school, they 

are not allowed to be ridden on the crosswalk.  

 
Thank you for your cooperation. We are looking forward to a successful and SAFE 
year! 
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Daily 

Schedule 
 

Regular Schedule 

AM Kindergarten: 

8:30 AM – 11:30 AM 

PM Kindergarten: 

12:00 PM – 3:00 PM 

Grades 1-9: 

8:30 AM – 3:00 PM 

 

Early Out Schedule 

AM Kindergarten: 

8:30 AM – 10:30 AM 

PM Kindergarten: 

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Grades 1-9: 
8:30 AM – 1:00 PM 

 

A Successful Scholastic Summer Reading Challenge! 

In May, MMA challenged its students to read 100,000 minutes over the summer. We are 
happy to share that our students exceeded this challenge! Students at MMA read a total of 

127, 961 minutes between May 30 and August 15! 

Top participating classes were; 
Ms. Shanan’s class – 42,119 minutes 
Ms. Amity’s class-- 11,102 minutes 

Mr. John’s class – 7,805 minutes 
 

Congratulations and Thank you to everyone who participated in this challenge! 

 

Volunteers 

Needed! 

Our reading room 

is in need of some 

volunteers to help 

make bags for our 

Take Home Book 

program. Parents 

are needed to help 

make and stuff 

books into gallon 

size bags. If you 

are interested in 

volunteering 

please contact Ms. 

Dena at 

dsullivan@mariamont

essoriacademy.org 

Thank you! 

mailto:dsullivan@mariamontessoriacademy.org
mailto:dsullivan@mariamontessoriacademy.org
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Maria Montessori said, “The hands are the instruments of man’s intelligence.” 

It is also by the hands of the community that we enrich the learning 

environment for our students at MMAJH.  We would like to acknowledge 

those students and parents who have enriched our environment already by 

bringing their student to the service project of staining the playground 

equipment, or driving to the Clas Ropes Course. We have had parents send 

generous amounts of material for the 7th grade sewing unit, and another 

family donated a chicken coop for Erdkinder.  We are very grateful.   

We have one more week of orientation until we dive into our first cycle of 

‘exploration.’  The blogs are full of pictures and information about what we 

did during the orientation cycle.  Don’t forget to subscribe to main blog 

(blogs.mariamontessoriacademy.org/mmajr) and to any those individual blogs 

you find helpful.   

In the month of September we will be conducting several meetings in 

preparation for the first Freshman trip and the trip for the following year.  We 

will post the information on the MMAJH main blog page, so be sure to 

subscribe for all the latest news.   

-Ms. Emily 

From the MMA Jr. High 

Yearbook Picture Reminder for Jr. High: 

 
Get your pictures in the Jr. High yearbook! The Yearbook Staff invites 
students and parents to submit photos for the yearbook. If you’ve got great 
photos of school and community events or you and your friends just having 
fun, we’d like to see them. Our photographers can’t be everywhere. Help us 
get as many photos as possible to create a terrific book everyone will want 
to have. 
Here is how you can submit photos online: 
• Go to: https://images.memoryebooks.com/login 
• If it does not automatically log you into the site, enter username: 
402723601 
• Browse to select the photo(s) you wish to upload. 
• Enter information about the photo and provide contact information in case 
the staff needs additional information. 
• Click “Save Details”. 
It’s that easy! Submit your photos today! The last day to submit photos is 
04/20/2016. 
Thank you, and enjoy the rest of the school year! 
Sincerely, 
Yearbook Adviser and the 2016 Yearbook Staff. 
 
The Yearbook Staff will review all photos and determine final yearbook 

content. We cannot guarantee that all submissions can be used in the book. 
 

Above are pictures from the Jr. 

High’s service project where they 

stained the wooden playground. 

http://blogs.mariamontessoriacademy.org/mmajr/yearbook
https://images.memoryebooks.com/402723601


Are you ready for the Box Top Store? 

 

 What is it? A store run by parent volunteers where MMA 
students can ‘buy’ cool prizes and school supplies with cut 
and un-expired Box Tops. Five Box Tops=1 ticket. We have 
items worth 1-20 tickets. There’s something for everyone! 

 Last year The Box Top Store collected over 20,000 Box 
Tops, this year our goal is 30,000. Please support MMA by 
bringing cut and un-expired Box Tops to the store! 
 

 When is it? The third Tuesday of every month 11:00 a.m. – 
12:45 p.m. in the conference room. 

 Save the Dates:  

 September 15
th
, 2015 

 October 20
th
, 2015 

 November 17
th
, 2015 

 December 15
th
, 2015 

 January 19
th
, 2016 

 February 16
th
, 2016 

 March 15
th
, 2016 

 April 19
th
, 2016 

 May 17
th
, 2016 
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Don’t Forget to Register for the MMA 5K Run for the Redwoods! 

September 2015 

September 2015 

www.mariamontessoriacademy.org 

Learn About the Materials Your Student Uses: 

Clock of Eras 

The clock of eras is a graphic aid to help  students visualize 

geologic time. It uses the analogy of a 

 circular clock to represent 

 the development of Earth through 

 time, showing at a glance the relative 

 time lengths of each geologic era.  

Each “hour” on the clock represents 

 approximately 375 million years. The 

 clock has been modified several times  

and will continue to change as 

 scientists learn more about the  

history of the Earth through research. 

 

Long Black Strip 

The long black strip is used in Montessori classrooms as an 

impressionistic lesson to show students how long humans 

have been on the earth. The black strip is 100 feet long 

(stretching across the parking lot), with a narrow strip of white 

cloth at the very end, less than an inch long. The tiny white 

part represents the entire time that human beings have been 

on Earth. It stands in stark visual comparison to the long black 

part, which represents the age of Earth. 

 


