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Director's Message
Dear MMA Families,
With our return from Spring Break, the official SAGE testing window
opens. As I have mentioned in previous newsletters, this year students across
Utah students will be participating in SAGE (Student Assessment of Growth and
Excellence). Each family can help prepare your students in the following ways –
- Be sure you are knowledgeable about SAGE – Ask yourself –
What is the test and what will it measure? How will the test
results effect my child and the school? Visit
www.sageportal.org to learn more information.
- Give your child a chance to practice. Students have been
working with their teachers in class, but they can practice at
home too. Visit www.sageportal.org to view and participate
in practice tests.
- Remain positive. Staying calm will help your child stay calm. If
your child gets nervous about the test or is likely to experience
anxiety during the test, help them to practice some relaxation
techniques that they can try once taking the test.
- Be sure that your child gets a good night’s rest the night
before their test and eats a healthy breakfast the day of their
testing sessions.
- If you have questions about the test, please contact your
child’s teacher or the Main Office.
Keep in mind that what your student has been learning on a daily basis
has built the foundation for being able to demonstrate high achievement on the
SAGE. We are confident that this will be an opportunity for us to learn, grow,
and demonstrate some of our strengths.
Lastly, I want to thank MAPA for organizing another amazing GALA and to
all of the families that came to celebrate Montessori in our community. With
this support, we are able fund enriching initiatives that help the school continue
to grow and prosper. Please take note in this newsletter on how you can
contribute and take a leadership role in MAPA. It is an amazing opportunity to
build relationships with staff, students, and families as well as a chance to meet
your volunteer hours.
Enjoy the spring and be sure to take time to smell the flowers!
Ms. Stephanie
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Curriculum Connections
There are 447 Public Montessori School Programs in the US and 137 of
those programs serve adolescents (12-18 year olds) and overall there are 112,
486 students enrolled in Public Montessori School Programs nationwide.
Since the 1970s public Montessori programs have increased significantly (see
figure 1).

Many people wonder whether a large school, such as ours, can stay true to
the pillars of the Montessori philosophy (Concentration, Independence,
Community, Collaboration and Hands On Learning) while still meeting state
educational standards. NCMPS (National Center for Montessori in the Public
Sector) indicates that an authentic Montessori program consists of the
following;
•
•

Full three-year cycles, beginning at age 3
Three-hour, uninterrupted work periods at all levels, with minimal
interruptions for co-curricular classes
•
Minimal use of supplementary material at the Primary (ages 3-6) level
•
Trained Montessori teachers (called "guides") in every classroom
•
A full compliment of Montessori materials in all classrooms
•
Montessori trained/experienced leadership
At MMA we also believe that an authentic Montessori education also
involves
 Building relationships with students and families in order to assure the
development of the whole child (academic, emotional and social
aspects).
 Promoting peace and environmental education
 Valuing racial, cultural and socio-economic diversity along with the
diverse learning needs of all students.
These beliefs are at the core of every decision our faculty and staff makes
in regards to the education of our students and while we must take
standardized tests throughout the school year, it does not affect the foundation
of our philosophy. I encourage you to visit the following site to learn more
about how you can support the public Montessori movement in the United
States. http://www.public-montessori.org I’d also like to invite you to
participate in the 2nd annual Public Montessori Unconference happening in
SLC, this summer! http://montessoriforsocialjustice.org

Kacee Weaver,
Curriculum
Specialist

Upcoming
Events
March 30th-April 3rd
Spring Break
April 7th
6th Level Chaperone Mtg
6:30-7:30

April 6th, 2015

April 2015

Dear Families,
This year our school will participate in the Great American SpellCheck!
Here’s how it works: your child studies grade-specific word lists and is tested at
MMA. The three students who spell the most words correctly from each class will
then move on to represent their class in the schoolwide spelling bees!
￼￼
Your student needs your help in the following ways:
 Tuesday April 7th: Teachers will send home study words.
*Students will study words at their grade level.

April 9th
Jr. High 9th
Field Trip Parent Night



April 8th-April 16th/20th: Encourage your students to practice, practice,
practice!



Thursday April 16th and Tuesday, April 21st: Spell Check Tests!
o LE students will test on 4/16
o UE & JRH students will test on 4/21

April 17th
Earl Out / Professional
Dev
1:00 pm



Wednesday April 22nd: Teachers send home with each participating student
the student’s graded tests and an invitation for the finals.
o The top three students will be chosen from each classroom to
participate in the school-wide spelling bee.

April 21st
6th Grade Social



Friday May 8th: School-wide spelling bees will take place in the gymnasium!
o LE- 1-2pm
o UE- 9-10am
o Junior High-11am-noon
*Your students are welcome to attend any of the spelling bee assemblies at
the teachers discretion.

th

April 14
Spring Pictures

April 22nd
Kindergarten Graduation
Pictures
Box Tops Store
April 26th – May 1st
6th Grade Field Trip

Your support is crucial in the following areas; ￼￼
• Encourage your students’ participation.
• Help your students learn to correctly spell the 50 words.
I hope that you share our excitement about our school’s participation in the Great
American Spell Check. Together we can encourage strong spelling skills and build a
fantastic community! Please be sure to ask questions if you have them.
￼

Sincerely,
MMA Staff & Faculty
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Counselor's Corner
This month I have been working in the classrooms teaching Seek first to Understand,
then to be Understood. It is our 5th Habit by Sean Covey. This has been a great lesson,
and one that is helpful for all of us to remember. The children have really liked this
lesson, and it was one that they really could relate to. We even got to play emotion
charades, which was a big hit.
If you are like most people, you tend to try to get your point across first, rather than
listening to what the other person really is trying to say. We listen, but in reality we
are thinking about our response, or how we don’t really agree with what they are
trying to say. We listen to parts of what the other person is saying, try to bring the
conversation back to us, pretend we are really listening by saying “Uh-huh” or “cool”,
without really listening to them, or space out and think about other things while they
are talking.

Valeri Cruz
School Counselor

Everybody wants to be listened to. Listening is part of communication, which is a skill
that we use every single day. If we focus on really listening to the permiscommunication, or misunderstanding that usually takes place.
Listening and trying to understand is crucial to avoiding or resolving conflicts. A lot of
times the “problem” really doesn’t even exist. A lot of misunderstanding could be
resolved if we really tried to “Seek first to Understand, then to be understood”. Take
the time to open your mind to the other person. Take the time to create an
atmosphere of caring, respect, and positive problem-solving.
Remember to first, listen with your eyes, heart, and ears. Try standing in another’s
shoes by seeing the world as they see it. Finally, mirror back in your own words, what
the other person said or felt. These are all part of Seek First to Understand,

Then to Be Understood!!

Please Listen
When I ask you to listen to me
and you start giving me advice,
you have not done what I asked.
When I ask you to listen to me
and you begin to tell me why
I shouldn't feel that way,
you are trampling on my feelings.
When I ask you to listen
and you feel you have to do something
to solve my problem,
you have failed me,
strange as that may seem.
Listen! All I ask is that you listen.
Don't talk or do- just hear me.

Your child’s
safety is a
priority. It is
imperative that
you keep us
updated on
your contact
information,
so that in the
event of an
emergency, we
can contact
you.
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MMA's American Flag
6th Grade
Alliance
Redwoods
Parent /
Student
Meeting
Tuesday,
April 7th at
6:30pm
In MMA's
Library
Daily Schedule
Regular Schedule
AM Kindergarten:
8:30 AM – 11:30 AM
PM Kindergarten:
12:00 PM – 3:00 PM
Grades 1-8:
8:30 AM – 3:00 PM
Early Out Schedule
AM Kindergarten:
8:30 AM – 10:30 AM
PM Kindergarten:
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Grades 1-8:
8:30 AM – 1:00 PM

MMA would like to thank the Eisbach family for
acquiring MMA's new American Flag. Our new
flag was flown at Hill Air Force Base.
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MAPA for hosting MMA's Annual Gala!

The Ritchey Engineering and Science Fair
took place on March 19th. Our students
worked very hard on their projects and
had a wonderful learning experience. It
was a very exciting event for them.
We are happy to announce that we had
a 3rd Place Winner – Elke Sprague and
Zachary Blackburn received an award of
“Excellent”. All our other competitors
received an Honorable Mention.
We hope you had a chance to go by
and look at the projects – there were
some amazing, inspiring projects on
display during the Open House.
Congratulations to all who competed!
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This month we wanted to spotlight our
Early Scholars!

“The purpose of the Early Scholar
Program is to enhance the academic
growth of students whose academic
achievement is accelerated. This program
will assist individual students in
developing their high potential and
enhance their academic growth. This
program identifies students with
outstanding abilities who are capable of
high performance in the following areas:
general intellectual ability, specific
academic aptitude, and creative or
productive thinking”
This past month the students were
put into groups and given several
tasks they could choose from. Each
group picked a project and worked
as a team to complete the
objectives. Here are some
examples of their work!
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