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Letter from the Director
March 9th
5th and 7th grade
Maturation
March 13th
Early Out
March 16th
8th Grade Maturation
March 18th
Box Tops Store
March 21st
5th Annual Gala
March 25th
Fire Safety Assembly
March 30th-April 3rd
Spring Break

April 14th
Spring Pictures

This past month was filled with numerous opportunities in which students had the
chance to demonstrate rigor and commitment to their education. From student led conferences,
Science Fair, and the SAGE Writing Assessment all students from MMA excelled and exemplified rigor.
I thought a great deal about this during the month because the call to increase rigor in schools
increases daily. For more than 20 years, reports have described the lack of rigor in our schools. Since
the release of A Nation At Risk (National Commission on Excellence in Education, 1983) the debate
about the quality of America’s schools has grown exponentially.
The ﬁrst step toward increasing the rigor in our schools is to build a common understanding
of rigor. While there are many definition of rigor, there is no agreement on what it means. True rigor is
creating an environment in which each student is expected to learn at high levels, each student is
supported so he or she can learn at high levels, and each student demonstrates learning at high levels
(Blackburn, 2008). Only when a school creates a culture of high expectations and provides support so
students can truly demonstrate understanding do we have a rigorous classroom.
Rigor in the classroom is coupled with conversations on the state level as well. One of the
ways that the state of Utah is looking to build rigor and solid content mastery is through the SAGE
(Student Assessment of Growth and Excellence). Please take the time to review details about the
SAGE and how it will affect your children. The following link - http://sageportal.org/wpcontent/uploads/2014/04/UTFamilybrochureD211.pdf contains key information. You can also take a
practice/training test at www.sageportal.org. It will be helpful for you to gauge the wording and rigor
of the questions to support your child throughout the testing window.
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I would like to formally thank Ms. Paula for her leadership in planning and executing the 5
Annual MMA Science Fair. It truly is a capstone experience for many of our students and provides a
springboard for numerous life-long educational skills.

Enormous amounts of gratitude also go out to the MAPA Teacher Appreciation Committee,
whose hard work helped feed the entire staff during Parent Teacher conferences. They provided
nutritious meals and satisfying deserts to give us the brainpower to ensure the success of conferences.
Thank you to Mandee Stephens and the Book Fair Committee for another dynamic and fruitful Book
Fair as well.
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April 22nd
Box Tops Store

This month I look forward to seeing many, if not all, of our families at our 5 Annual MAPA
Gala. The Gala is a wonderful way to spend an evening mingling with friends, make new connections,
and help financially support the school with a variety of initiatives for the 2015-16 school year. Get
your biding paddles ready! Ticket purchasing information is this newsletter or on your teacher’s blogs.

April 26th – May 1st
6th Grade Field Trip

Sincerely,
Ms. Stephanie
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Curriculum Specialist, Kacee Weaver
Work?!

2505 N 200 E
NORTH OGDEN UT 84414
Phone: 801.827.0150
Fax: 801.827.0145
E-mail:
info@mariamontessoriacademy.org

By “work” Montessori did not mean mechanical drudgery, but physical and
mental activity freely chosen by an individual – activity that has meaning for
him because it promotes his own growth or contributes to society” (Lillard, 1972.
p. 138-139).
Montessori students have the freedom to choose when to do their math,
language, or cultural work. They work on it for as long as they need to and move on to
the next work. Each child is given individual or small group lessons in math and language.
The teacher’s role is to observe the child and lead them in the direction of their perceived
needs. A Montessori teacher is a guide. When we observe a child in need of a specific
lesson (spelling, multiplication, social skills, etc.) we then give that lesson. We do not wait
until the rest of the class is ready or the curriculum dictates. Below are a couple photos of
what one might see during a typical day at Maria Montessori Academy.

Daily Schedule
Regular Schedule
AM Kindergarten:
8:30 AM – 11:30 AM
PM Kindergarten:
12:00 PM – 3:00 PM
Grades 1-8:
8:30 AM – 3:00 PM
Early Out Schedule
AM Kindergarten:
8:30 AM – 10:30 AM
PM Kindergarten:
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Grades 1-8:
8:30 AM – 1:00 PM

These two girls have taken ownership of
their work and asked not to be
disturbed.

This boy does his math work with the
class pet nearby for moral support.

This upper elementary student works on
the square root of numbers while the
lower elementary students discover a
new love for the golden beads.
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Counselor Corner
I just wanted to remind parents and students about the community service hours.
Part of being able to attend our junior high program involves each 7th and 8th grader
to complete 10 hours of community service by the end of the 2014-2015 school
year. The students were given a form to track their hours on at the beginning of the
year. These forms need to be completely filled out and signed by the person
supervising their community service hours. They will need to be turned in.
Community service can be done either at our school, out in the community, or
both. There have been several opportunities for service already this year, and there
will be many more opportunities. That is an easy way to help our school as well as
get your hours. However, the service hours are not simply doing chores at home or
at Grandma’s house. These need to be a little more thought through and
somewhere that will be benefitting our community and/or school.
Some examples of where to get your hours could be at a senior center,
park/playground in your area, community gardens, hospitals, libraries, and church,
etc. You are not limited to just these ideas; feel free to help out wherever you feel
appropriate.
There are only 13 weeks left of school if you don’t count spring break. Do not wait
until the last minute, or it will be overwhelming for the students as well as the
parents. This is a wonderful opportunity to be a productive member of our
communities as well as Maria Montessori Academy.
Valeri Cruze
School Counselor
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Don’t forget the
upcoming maturation
programs!
5th grade
(Maturation/Puberty)
will be having their
presentation on Monday
March 9th from 8:3011:00 in the Library.
7th Grade (Healthy
Relationships) will have
their presentation on
Monday March 9th from
1:00-3:00 in the Library.
8th grade (STI’s, “Be Smart
Be Safe Be You”) will have
their class on Monday
March 16th
We encourage parent to
attend these classes with
their students!

Your child’s safety is a priority. It is imperative that you keep
us updated on your contact information, so that in the event
of an emergency, we can contact you.
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MMA 5th Annual Science Fair Results
We are happy to announce the winners of our 5th Annual Maria Montessori Academy Science
Fair.
This year we had two fairs: The Jr. Fair for 6-8th Graders and an Elementary Fair for the 4th and
5th grade students. In total we had 113 Jr. High Projects and 127 Elementary Projects! This was
a wonderful learning experience for our students and they did an amazing job.
The Winners of the Elementary Fair are:
1st Place – Emma Vore for “Do Dogs have Preferences?”
2nd Place – Tyeson Bouaphaseuth for “What is the Best Design for a Robot in a Race?”
3rd Place – Jacie Allen for “Is the Candy Rainbow Created Equal?”
Students’ Choice Award - Isaac Penrod for “What Conducts Electricity”
Teachers’ Choice Award - Braden Brimhall for “Blast Off”
The winners of the Jr. High Fair are:
1st Place – Garrett Otto for “…..And They All Fall Down”
2nd Place – Team of Mayla Koencny and Tyla Longfellow for “Dance Circuit”
3rd Place – Samantha Vaughn for “Moldy Bread”
Student’s Choice Award – Team Brookell Kimose and Hannah Elmer for “Moving Molds”
Teacher’s Choice Award – Dystie Cruze for “Light bulb Afterglow”
Additionally, the following students will be eligible to compete at the Ritchey Engineering and
Science Fair in March:
Garrett Otto, Mayla Koencny and Tyla Longfellow, Samantha Vaughn, Myrtle Murphy, Elke
Sprague, Zachary Blackard
Gracie McMullin, Brookelle Kimose and Hannah Elmer
We would like to thank all the parents who volunteered at our science fair – we could not have
had such a successful fair without your support!
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