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Upcoming
Events
—

January 2"
No School
Professional Dev.

January 15"
7:00 pm
MMA Arts Night

January 16"
Early Out @ 1:00 pm

January 21
Box Tops Store

February 2™
SAGE Writing Begins

February 3™
Ski Night

February 10" -12"
Early Out / 1:00 pm
Parent Teacher
Conferences

February 13"

No School

Teacher Compensation
Day

February 16™

No School
Washington & Lincoln
Day

February 18" & 19"
Science Fair

MARIA MONTESSORI

<)

R4 A

R/

ACADEMY

Letter from the Director

Happy New Year! | hope that all of you enjoyed your winter break and found some
time to marvel in what the holiday season has to offer. On behalf of all of our staff, we
would like to extend our gratitude for the generosity you showed us and to the charitable
school efforts during the holiday season. The generosity was over- whelming!

Our Annual International Festival was a huge success. International Festival is typical to
Montessori schools and they provide parents an opportunity to experience up close the
Montessori geography curriculum. Dr. Montessori believed that exposing

children to the people and customs of the world would teach understanding and

tolerance of our differences and our similarities. We accomplish this in our geography
curriculum by providing children with in depth continent studies. The students rose to the
challenge and did marvelous creatively highlighting their continent and/or country.

This is the time of year where we gear up for our SAGE Writing Assessment, which takes

18" grade student, you can assist your child in their

place in February. If you have a 3
preparation for this test by encouraging them to practice on the Utah Compose site. For
further information about this resource, please contact your child’s teacher directly. Each
3"-8" grader has been assigned a username and password as well as assignments to utilize

this program. Your support is appreciated.

Again, | want to express my thanks to you for your active involvement in our school. We
welcome your involvement and interest as we collectively celebrate the many talents of
our students as learners. Please continue to take the time and ask your child how his/her

day was, inquire about what he/she has learned, and take a look at some of the work your
child is engaged in daily. These are all great ways to stay involved in your child’s education.
| hope see many of you at MMA Arts Night on January 15™.

Sincerely,

Ms. Stephanie
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Curriculum Specialist, Kacee Weaver

The Cosmic Curriculum

Dr. Maria Montessori’s term Cosmic Education, is commonly referred to as; the cultural
subjects, but more simply described as a curriculum rich in history, geography, botany, biology,
physics, astronomy, chemistry, art, music and peace studies. An integrated curriculum is the core of
the Montessori classroom. Math and language lessons are used to build the foundation but are not
viewed as the center.

Social Studies is the common term used in the traditional education setting. This term
encompasses many of the Montessori cultural subjects and its purpose is to expand a child’s world
in order for them to become competent citizens in an evolving and interdependent world. The
importance of history and historical comprehension, including chronological thinking, geography
and understanding location, economics, citizenship and the roles and responsibilities of individuals
is fundamental.

Whatever name we use; cultural subjects, social studies, sciences, cosmic education,
integrated studies, or otherwise; Dr. Montessori believed that if we could present these subjects to
the child in the right way, we could do more than just stimulate an interest in dinosaurs, rocks or
plants. We could create “admiration and wonder” that would follow a child throughout his or her
life. This admiration and wonder provide a natural engagement for the child’s mind and prepare it
for deeper cognitive work.

Those of you that attended the 5™ annual International Festival experienced the excitement
and wonder of the cosmic curriculum on a number of levels. The geographic location of the seven
continents along with the animal and plant life and the cultural lives of its’ countries inhabitants
were explored from the preschool aged through junior high aged students. On behalf of all of us at
MMA we’d like to thank you for supporting your children in their learning outside of school.
Everything you do at home extends your child’s experiences of the world and their place in it.
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Daily Schedule

Regular Schedule
AM Kindergarten:
8:30 AM — 11:30 AM
PM Kindergarten:
12:00 PM - 3:00 PM
Grades 1-8:
8:30 AM — 3:00 PM

11:00 AM — 1:00 PM

Early Out Schedule

AM Kindergarten: Summative Testing
8:30 AM - 10:30 AM .

PM Kindergarten: April 1 thru May 22

A

/ 2015-2016 Open Enrollment

The 2015-2016 lottery opens on Monday, January 5™

The first lottery pull will be held on February 9, 2015. We will continue to pull through September as needed
to fill spots. Students currently attending MMA will not need to re-apply to the lottery.

Families will be notified via e-mail of their child is accepted into the school through the computerized lottery
program. Families selected will be notified of the next steps in the registration process and what timeline
they will need to follow. Siblings of current MMA students attending other schools will receive first
preference of any openings in the school. Every effort will be made to accept all siblings in an individual
family, but this may not be possible due to class sizes.

If there are more students wanting to be in the school than there are positions available, student names
from the first Open Enrollment period will be randomly ordered and chosen on that basis. The school does

not discriminate in its admission policies or practices on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin,

\ gender, disability, or any other protected classification.

Y

FLAN AHFEAD

SAGE Writing Summative Testing
February 2 thru February 20

SAGE Math, Science, ELA

LSSORI

2505 N 200 E
NORTH OGDEN UT 84414

Phone: 801.827.0150
Fax: 801.827.0145

E-mail:
info@mariamontessori
academy.org
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Counselor Corner

Having a friend is very important to a child’s emotional well being. Even just having one good friend can
make all the difference. Making and keeping friends comes easier to some than others, as some of us
need to work harder on making friends. Friends are important to all of us at any age, and having the
social skills necessary will help with making friends easier.

In our social skills group we talked a lot about making and keeping friends. This can be a stressful time
for children and having someone to talk to, play with, be silly with, and confide in is crucial. Here are
some tips that | found have been beneficial with the students that | work with:

*Make a list of friend qualities and good things that you would look for in a friend. Also have them make
a list of what “friend” qualities they themselves possess. These could include: being kind, being honest,
being helpful, and being understanding, listening, being willing to share, and being able to have fun. This
is a great way to start the discussion on making friends. Role play on how they can use these skills to
assist them in making new friends.

*Having conversation with others is another great way to start a friendship. Sometimes it is hard for
children to start new conversations, while others find it very easy. Encouraging children to share their
thoughts and ideas as well as asking for others thoughts and ideas will help foster new friendships. Being
able to step outside of their comfort zone is a hard first step. Follow up by positively reinforcing the
effort that children are making to communicate and be friends to others can also help. It can give them
the encouragement they need to continue communicating with others.

*Some children are shyer than others, so we need to remember that we need to be realistic when it
comes to all children being able to make and keep friends. Most children will gain the social skills needed
to make friends by the guidance and encouragement from their teachers and parents. We need to
remember to be patient and not to force the issue. Give them the skills necessary, encourage them, and
give them solutions and strategies to try. With love and support anyone can make a friend. It is not the
amount of friends that we have that matters, but the quality of the relationship.

Ms. Valerie Cruz

School Counselor
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MAPA

Our MAPA meeting for January will be in the Evening. Mark your calendars for Thursday,
January 8th at 7:00pm in the Library. Everyone is welcome!

Ski Night is January 13thl!

We're happy to have scheduled our ski/snowboard nights at Nordic Valley! The nights we have scheduled
are January 13, 2015 and February 3, 2015. The cost is $27 per student, which includes equipment rental.
a lift pass. and a 2 hour group lesson. There is a discount for students with their own equipment
and/or a season pass to Nordic Valley. An optional meal is available for $5. Our group lessons will begin
at 4:00pm. In order to make it possible for students to make it to the resort and be ready to ski at
4:00pm, we will be doing registration at MMA.

Registration will be held on the following day and time:

Monday, January 5th 3:00-4:00 after school
We will schedule more dates for the February 3rd ski night.

We will take cash, check, or credit card. Please make checks payable to MAPA.

Box Top Store is January 21st!
Have your child bring clipped, un-expired box tops to the Box Top Store to
"buy” lots of fun things!

January 26th is FREE Admission skate night for the whole family!
Join us at Classic Fun Center in Layton. Cost of admission is free! (Doesn't include rentals)
Keep an eye out for flyers that will be sent home with more information.

Mark your calendars! The Gala will be held on March 21st. It will be a fantastic,
fun night, just for adults. All of the money raised will go directly to the

school. You can purchase tickets at www.mkt.com/mapa.
The link to buy tickets is also on the MAPA blog.

There will be a book exchange in January to gear up for Dr. Suess
Day in February! More information to come regarding dates and times.
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MAPA-In the Spotlight

This months spotlight is our Box Top COMMITTEE!

-

A shout out to our Fund raiser Committee Chair, Rachael Bush and her wonderful team!
Thank you Rachael Bush, Jill Flint, Jodi Smith, Jennifer Ouderkirk, Heidi Bradley, Meghen Bingham,
Shantell Gillman, Danielle Tague and Shanna Warren for your support!

“Jill Flint has single-handedly stocked and run the store, while Jodi, Jennifer, Heidi, Meghen,
and | trade box tops for tickets (and counted/checked for expiration date and help Jill in the store
as much as possible). Shantell, Danielle, and Shanna are my home volunteers who have been helping
me for years with counting. | am so grateful to this lovely group of women who make my committee
so much fun!”
- Rachael )
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Meet our Basketball Team! lRase be sure to
attend a gameon Tuesdays and Thursdays!

Top (left to right) : Lancer Douglas, Isaac Malmud, Matthew Pauling, Kal Paz, Ben Cassity

Bottom: David Zeigler Hayden Ouderkirk, Kaleb MizerCarson Warner, Calvin Balsteadt

L 2dzNJ OKAf RQa .HibifRpSratide that§ou keep dNgd@ddBniycur
contact information, so that in the event of an emergency, we can contact you.




