


Welcome! 
Tonight’s Agenda 

 6:30-6:45 

 Introduction of teaching staff and faculty 

 6:45-7:10 Montessori philosophy and the 

importance of early childhood education 

 Preparing your child for the Early Childhood 

Program 

 Supporting your child in the Early Childhood 

Program 

 7:10-7:30  

 Classroom tours 

 Questions 



Who was Maria 
Montessori? 

 Italian physician, utilized 
scientific observation 
and her experiences to 
design learning materials 
and a classroom 
environment that 
fostered the children’s 
natural desire to learn.  

 She opened her first 
school in Rome on 
January 6, 1907.  

 There are now more 
than 22,000 Montessori 
schools in at least 110 
countries worldwide.  





Ms. Joy  Ms. Jess 



Ms. Jen  Ms. Martha 



The Absorbent 
Mind 

"The child has to acquire 

physical independence by 

being self-sufficient; he must 

become of independent will 

by using in freedom, his own 

power of choice; he must 

become capable of 

independent thought by 

working alone without 

interruption.  The child’s 

development follows a path 

of successive stages of 

independence." 

https://youtu.be/qCH8IGbNJlw?list=PLRgh2vZgSw84AvStNQ9iCN_9oosxw4m7w




Work Areas in an Early Childhood 

Classroom 

 

Sensorial – A training of the senses 

 

Math – understanding and 

applying mathematical concepts 

 

Language – reading, writing, word 

study, speaking and listening 

 

Science and Social Studies –

Encouraging a love of the world 

through Botany, History, 

Geography, Zoology lessons 

 

Peace – providing children 

with self-calming and conflict 

resolution skills 

 

Practical Life- Encouraging 

Self-help skills through food 

preparation, care of the 

environment and care of 

others.  

 

 



• This child is concentrating. 

• She is using her pincer grip to 

hold the knobs. 

• She is coordinating and 

controlling her movement. 

• She is determining relative size 

using eye-hand coordination. 

• She is ordering the cylinders 

from large to small, from left to 

right. 

• The cylinders are solid wood, 

allowing her to feel the weight 

differences corresponding to 

size. 

• The material answers her need for order 

• It allows for self-correction. If she places an inset in the wrong 

whole, no teacher has to tell her – she can see it with her own 

eyes and will experiment until she solves the dilemma. 

• This material is an external activity that corresponds to all of 

these internal developmental needs. 

• The opportunity to meet all of these needs is calming and 

satisfying. 

 



The Importance of Early 
Childhood Education 

 Research has shown that the early years in a 

child’s life—when the human brain is 

forming—represent a critically important 

window of opportunity to develop a child’s 

full potential and shape key academic, 

social, and cognitive skills that determine a 

child’s success in school and in life. 

(www.whitehouse.gov) 



Montessori Education Traditional Education 

 

Three year age span All one age 

Motivated by self development Teacher motivated, external 

rewards and punishments 

Self-correcting material, allows 

the child to work independently 

Teacher corrects errors, Child 

must wait for direction 

Hands on learning manipulating 

objects 

Teacher lectures, coaxes or 

entertans 

Individualized learning Group learning 

Teacher is observer, facilitator 

and guide 

Teacher is the focal point and 

dominant influence 

Cycle of activity completed 

within child’s time frame 

Activity cycles determined by 

externally set time 

Freedom to move and work Must sit still 

Encouraged to help one another Must seek help from teacher 

whose attention is split 



Preparing your child for 
kindergarten 

  

 Support your child with 

age appropriate 

responsibilities. 

 Read to or with your 

child nightly. 

 Play games with the 

alphabet and the 

sounds each letter 

makes.  

 Count and group 

objects up to 10.  

 



Don’t assume your 

child knows how to 

do these things.  

Learning to do chores 

is like learning to play 

the piano. 

1st-someone must 

show you how. 

2nd-you must practice 

3rd-you must continue 

to practice with an 

adult guiding you. 

 

Only then can a child 

work toward 

independently doing 

chores.  





Supporting your child in 
kindergarten 

 Make school a priority.  

 Ask them specifics 
about their day.  

 Read to or with them 

NIGHTLY. 

 Attend parent teacher 

conferences. 

 Read the teachers 
blogs and emails.  

 

 Attend parent 

education nights. 

 Create a before and 

after school routine.  

 

 



What’s Next? 
Early Childhood  

Preschool-Kindergarten 

 

Lower Elementary 

1st, 2nd,  and 3rd grade 

 

Upper Elementary 

 4th, 5th, and 6th grade 

 

Junior High 

7th-9th grade 



Next Steps  

 

 Questions 

 Classroom Tours 

 


