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Letter from the Director 

 Although it is good to set aside a day of Thanksgiving to celebrate with family and friends, 

truly every day should be a day to give thanks. Expressing gratitude is an important theme throughout our daily 

interactions at Maria Montessori Academy and it is crucial to remember the spirit of gratitude in our daily lives 

as well. Below are three reasons why it is important to continually give thanks: 

1. Giving thanks is a way to remember the goodness in all people. 

2. Giving thanks reminds us to be present in the moment and savor the beauty in each moment. 

3. Giving thanks shows our appreciation to the earth and the environment that sustains us. 

With each day I spend within the community of Maria Montessori Academy, I am grateful for all the hard work 

that families, staff, and students contribute to the success of the school. I would like to formally express 

gratitude for the following: 

 Thank you for your participation in Parent-Teacher conferences. Conferences provide an opportunity 
to learn about your child’s progress and to build a team with your child’s teacher. 

 

 During Parent-Teacher conferences, the staff is at the school long hours sharing the successes of 
students with each individual family. Thank you to the Teacher Appreciation Committee headed by 
Wendy Ryan for providing delicious meals to the staff each night of PTC’s. We couldn’t have done it 
without you! 

 

 The Book Fair is always such a fantastic event for our students, especially seeing the students get so 
excited about books! Thank you to Mandee Stephens and her committee for all of the hours spent to 
bring this opportunity to our school. The money/book credits earned for the school will be put towards 
building our classroom libraries. 

 

 Our annual Fall Festival was a huge success, filled with laughter, wonderful costumes, and new 
activities. A huge thank you is extended to Melinda Montgomery for coordinating our Fall Festival this 
year.   

 

 Red Ribbon Week – a national initiative to promote a drug-free lifestyle coupled with learning about 
healthy choices, took place at MMA October 27

th
 -31st. Thank you to Autumn Douglas, chair of the 

Safety Committee, for helping organize a series of activities to promote this year’s theme – “Love 
Yourself – Be Drug Free.”  

 
Individual student SAGE (Student Assessment of Growth and Excellence) scores are now available.  Please 

thoroughly read the SAGE information directly geared for parents/guardians/families in this newsletter.  You can 

access your students scores through your ASPIRE account or through the school.  Please call the main office if 

need assistance with ASPIRE or email your child’s teacher to discuss individual student data.  

It is with immense gratitude that I thank each of you for the opportunity to serve as Director of our school.  

Thank you again for your commitment to our school, your children, and to a desire to be the change we wish to 

see in the world. 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Stephanie 

 

 
 
November 3

rd
  

Sage Testing begins 
 
November 6

th
 

Basketball Player/Parent  
Meeting @ 5:30 
 
November 6

th
 

6
th

 Grade Dance 
 
November 11

th
  

McKenzie Wagner Author 
Assembly 
 
November 12

th 

Parent Education Night 
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 
 
November 14th  
Early Out 
1:00 pm 
 
November 19

th
 

Box Tops Store 
 
November 20th 
Gratitude Feast 
 
November 24th – 28th  
No School, Thanksgiving 
Break 
 
December 19

th
 

Early Out 
1:00 pm 
 
December 22 – January 1 
Winter Break 
 
January 2

nd
  

No School 
Professional Dev. 
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Thank You to 

MMA’s Fall 

Festival 

Parent 

Volunteers! 

2505 N 200 E 

NORTH OGDEN UT 84414 

 

Phone:  801.827.0150 

Fax:  801.827.0145 

 

E-mail: 
info@mariamontessoriacademy.org 

SAFETY 

ZONE 

Are you concerned about what your children see 

online? The Utah Child Protection Registry is for 

parents who wish to limit the kinds of messages 

their children are exposed to. This free program 

is a do-not-contact service that allows families 

to register their e-mail addresses, mobile phone 

numbers (SMS), and instant messenger IDs to 

stop adult advertisements like alcohol, tobacco, 

pornography, online gambling and illegal drugs 

from reaching their inboxes. Registering online is 

fast, secure, and best of all FREE for Utah 

families and schools. You can find more info at: 

http://DoNotContact.Utah.gov. 
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Curriculum Specialist, Kacee Weaver 

Get Down And Dirty 
With the 

Montessori Materials 
Maria Montessori Academy 

Wednesday November 12, 2014 
6:30-8:30 

 
Have you ever wondered why your child is playing with beads all 

day, what snake game is, or how a checkerboard teaches multiplication? 

Join us for an evening of getting “down and dirty” with the Montessori 

materials.  Bring your adult friends and neighbors for an opportunity to 

experience math, language and science, as you never have before! All of 

our teachers will be here to give lessons and answer questions related to 

the MMA curriculum. 

Try your hand at balancing algebra and using test tube to do long 

division in a way that will blow your mind 

  Watch the progression of the grammar materials; from common 

and proper nouns to prepositional phrases. Discover the meaning of 

etymology and see how it can actually be fun! See why children LOVE to 

learn! Participate in hands-on science and social studies lessons that will 

solidify your understanding of microorganisms, invertebrates, the rock-

cycle, electricity and more!   

 This evening will be an open house event from 6:30-8:30 but we 

suggest coming early because we know, that just like your children, you 

won’t want to leave when it’s over. Remember this is an adult-only night 

for MMA parents and other community members.  

We look forward to sharing our passion for education with you and 

we know that you’ll learn something new! 

Kacee Weaver, M.Ed.  

Curriculum Specialist 
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Counselor Corner 

Last month I gave information regarding suicide. Depression and anxiety directly 
affects that, so I wanted to give some information on those as well. We often think 
that depression and anxiety are completely different things, but they actually are 
related. Usually if someone is depressed, they are also suffering from anxiety. It can 
be extremely difficult to live with having both conditions, but it can be treatable. 
 
Often when we suffer from depression and anxiety, we feel that we will never 
recover. The misery is too much to bear at times. There is hope; there is the right 
treatment out there. 
 
How do I know if I have depression/anxiety?  Depression can make people feel 
extremely discouraged, helpless, and hopeless. Anxiety can make people feel agitated, 
extremely overwhelmed, tightness in the chest, and difficulty breathing. If people 
suffer from both, then the symptoms are more severe, it affects lives a great deal 
more, and there is a higher risk of suicide. 
 
What do I do?  *Contact your doctor immediately. Don’t wait and hope it will get 
better. *Give the medicine time to work. Most anti-depressants also help with anxiety. 
Stick with it!! *Get into a therapist to help with your treatment. Put effort into your 
therapy and treatment. Cognitive behavioral therapy has been shown to be the best 
treatment for anxiety/depression. *Make some lifestyle changes. Breathing exercises, 
muscle relaxation, eating well, getting enough sleep, exercising, etc. *Focus on the 
small things. Some days it is impossible just to get through the day. Take baby steps, 
then eventually moving on to the bigger ones can be manageable. 
 
Look for the signs/symptoms in yourselves and your children/students. Being there 
and willing to help can make all the difference. Get Help!! There is help available.  
 
Wasatch Family Therapy-Davis County  Weber Human Services-Weber County 
405 S. 100 W. Suite #250    237 26th St. 
Bountiful, Utah, 84010 (801)944-4555   Ogden, Utah, 84401 (801)625-3700 
 

Valeri Cruze 
School Counselor 
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Parents and Students, 
 

 Get your pictures in the yearbook! The Yearbook Staff invites students and parents to 

submit photos for the yearbook. If you've got great photos of school and community events or 

you and your friends just having fun, we'd like to see them. Our photographers can't be 

everywhere. Help us get as many photos as possible to create a terrific book everyone will want 

to have. 

Here is how you can submit photos online: 

 Go to: https://images.memoryebooks.com/login 

 If it does not automatically log you into the site, enter username: 401853597 

 Browse to select the photo(s) you wish to upload. 

 Enter information about the photo and provide contact information in case the staff 

needs additional 

information. 

Click "Save Details". 

It's that easy! Submit your photos today! The last day to submit photos is 05/04/2015. 

 

Thank you, and enjoy the rest of the school year! 

 

Sincerely, 

Yearbook Adviser and the 2015 Yearbook Staff. 
 

The Yearbook Staff will review all photos and determine final yearbook content. We cannot guarantee that all submissions can be used in the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://images.memoryebooks.com/login
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Your child’s safety is a priority. It is imperative that you keep us updated on your 

contact information, so that in the event of an emergency, we can contact you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Schedule 
 

Regular Schedule 

AM Kindergarten: 

8:30 AM – 11:30 AM 

PM Kindergarten: 

12:00 PM – 3:00 PM 

Grades 1-8: 

8:30 AM – 3:00 PM 

 

Early Out Schedule 

AM Kindergarten: 

8:30 AM – 10:30 AM 

PM Kindergarten: 

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Grades 1-8: 

8:30 AM – 1:00 PM 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 
 

Get Down and Dirty with The 

Montessori Materials! 

November 12, 2014 

6:30pm- 8:30pm 

Join us for an adult only night of hands-on learning with 

the Montessori language, math and science materials. 

Teachers will be giving presentations and answering 

questions related to materials and curriculum. 
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Spring 2014 SAGE Summative Testing Results 

Dear Families, 

In the spring of 2014, your student took one or more of the SAGE tests in grades 3-11 in English language arts, 
mathematics and science. These tests were designed to measure their knowledge and skills on the Utah Core Standards.  
These standards reflect the expectations for what students should know and be able to do by the end of grade or course 
and be on track for college and career readiness after graduation.  
 
Along with the Utah Core Standards, educators have also established proficiency levels on the tests.  Proficiency levels 
determine a “passing score” for the test. These passing scores have been set to identify the level of preparation for the 
next grade or course and on track for college and career.  Proficiency levels are divided into four categories:  Highly 
Proficient, Proficient, Approaching Proficient, and Below Proficient.  
 
Your student’s score will also be reported with a scaled score.  A scaled score is a number from 100-900 for each test.  
This allows you to compare the subject results from year to year. Schools will provide you an interpretive guide along 
with their test results to further explain a student’s SAGE scores. 
 
The passing score for SAGE is more challenging than in prior tests, and it is anticipated that many students may receive 
lower scores than they did in the past, and that fewer students will be proficient.  This is not a reflection of decreased 
student achievement; rather, it reflects an increase in expectations. It is important to remember that SAGE results are 
one of many student performance indicators; including class quizzes, homework assignments, projects and other day-to-
day learning activities.  
 
Beginning October 20th, schools and districts will begin preparing to provide individual student reports to families. 
Families can expect to receive their student’s information sometime in the next couple of months according to school 
and district timelines. School representatives will be available to explain the new reports and interpretive guides will be 
provided.  Along with Utah educators, you can work together using this data to improve your child’s post high school 
success. If your student is not yet proficient on one or more of the SAGE assessments, please talk to his or her teacher 
about the plan to get them there.  
 
Utah State Office of Education and your student’s school are dedicated to working with you helping to understand the 
new score reports and providing clarifying information. Please contact your local schools for additional information. 
 
Sincerely,  
Judy Park, Ed.D.  
Associate Superintendent, Utah State Office of Education Ellen Shaeffer, Ed.D. 
Director, Assessment and Accountability, Utah State Office of Education  
  
 
 
 
 

 New Standards 

 New Tests 

 New Scores 

Utah State Office of Education 

Assessment and Accountability 

 

Office of Assessment and Accountability 
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Maria Montessori Academy’s Literacy Team is looking for volunteer tutors to assist 

struggling students in a one-on-one structured program. STAR tutoring is a state-

created program that supports the Utah Elementary Language Arts Core Standards. We 

are looking for parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins and community members 

to commit to 30 minutes twice a week, to work with the same students throughout the 

year. During your scheduled time you have an opportunity to truly make a difference in 

a child’s reading abilities. 

If you are interested or have questions, please call 801-827-0150 or email 

Kweaver@mariamontessoriacademy.org with the days and times you area available by 

October 31st.  

A 2-hour training will be held the first of November. 

30 – 60 MINUTES OF 

READING 

TWICE A WEEK 

STAR 

READING 

AT MARIA MONTESSORI 

ACADEMY 

VOLUNTEER 

TUTORS 

NEEDED! 
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Drug Free 

Red Ribbon 

Week 
 

Thank you to our special speaker 

Dorian Willes! He did an amazing job 

and really inspired the whole school 

to “Love yourself enough to say NO to 

drugs.” 

 

Door Decoration 

Winner: 

Ms. Kirsten’s 

Class! 

  

 
Congrats to Our Essay 

Contest Winners! 

Lexi Velasquez 

Evan Johnson    

Sydney Fischer 

Emma Gonzales 
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Institute for Guided Studies 
Montessori Assistant Course 

 
Recommended for Classroom Assistants, Substitutes, and Parent Volunteers 

This course will prepare participants to be knowledgeable, active team  
members in a Montessori classroom. Philosophy, methodology, and Montessori  

classroom structure and curriculum will be discussed. 
 

Prepared assistants are essential to an authentic Montessori environment—  

learn how important this supporting role is and how to  
make a difference in your classroom. 

 

January 26 - 28, February 27, and April 10 
8:00-5:00 

 

Teresa Noble and 
Nancy Lindeman, Instructors 

Maria Montessori Academy, 2505 North 200 East North Ogden, UT 84414  

 

For more information, please contact: 

The Institute for Guided Studies  
12A Montessori Way, Camden, SC 29020  

by phone (803) 425-6083 or e-mail igscamden@bellsouth.net 
 

ENROLLMENT DEADLINE: January 10, 2015 

$300 fee 
Required Text NOT INCLUDED: 

 
The Montessori Way: An Education for Life, Tim Seldin & Paul Epstein 

 
Georgia Non public Postsecondary Education Commission Certificate No. 583 

 
South Carolina Commission on Higher Education License No. 4306 

 

mailto:igscamden@bellsouth.net
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School Lunch Reminder 

Students will need to bring a lunch every day.  Please provide a 
nutritional lunch including juice or milk.  Soda, caffeinated beverages 
and candy are not permitted.  Fast food is not to be brought to the 
school as a lunch substitute.  We encourage all students at our school 
to help reduce waste by bringing lunch in reusable containers.  Please 
help us learn to keep our environment clean and healthy.  Lunches 
cannot be refrigerated at school so include an ice pack if the lunch is 
perishable.  There are microwave ovens available for warm-ups but 
food should be already cooked and require less than two minutes heat 

time.  In the case of a forgotten lunch, students will be allowed to call parents twice.  After 
that, in interest of encouraging responsibility and independence, natural consequences apply.  
 
 
 
 

 

MMA is so excited for its first ever basketball season! Basketball will be 

offered for Grades 6-8 for both boys and girls. We encourage one and all to 

come play your heart out Mountain Lion style!  

There will be a Player/Parent Meeting at 5:30 on November 6th in the MMA 

library to meet the coaches and sign-up to play. Parents can sign-up to help 

volunteer and also to get more info about this seasons schedule.  

For more information you can email Ms. Anna at: 

ahafen@mariamontessoriacademy.org 

 


