
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

AUGUST 2014 

Letter from the Director 

MARIA MONTESSORI 
ACADEMY 

August 15 
New Student Orientation 
(1, 4, 7th and any new students to 

the school) 

 

1st levels and new 1st -3rd levels 

any new Early Childhood A.M. 

that did not attend Orientation. 

1-1:45 
 

4th levels and new 4th -6th levels 

and any new Early Childhood 

P.M. that did not attend 

Orientation. 

2-2:45 
 

7th 1-2:45 
 

August 16 
Pancake Breakfast / Playground 

Upkeep 

8:00am 

 

August 18 
First Day of School 
 

August 18-22 
Early Out 
 

August 21 
Cross Country Player/Parent 

Meeting 
 

September 4 
Back to School Night 

6:30pm- 7:30pm 
 

September 13 
Run for the Redwoods 5K 

 

 

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL! 

I am thrilled to begin another school year filled with meaningful learning and 

growth.  I have no doubt that all of the students and teachers are ready to come 

together, share stories, and welcome new students to their communities.   

As we move into the school year ahead and our MMA community continues to 

develop, it is imperative that we remember that WE are a community of 

LEARNERS.  Each of us have found MMA on our own personal and family journey 

to seek an educational experience that is different from the norm and has the 

potential to allow our children to reach the highest potential possible as lifelong 

learners and compassionate members of our society.  Please keep in mind the 

following points as we move through this process: 

1. The entire staff at MMA has the best interest of the children at the forefront 

of our minds and hearts.   Having a child’s best interests at heart is much easier said 

than explained. What does that mean? Everyone probably will not be doing the same 

lesson or activity, because students are different and they have different needs. This 

can be scary for parents because they worry their child will feel different or be “left 

behind” or “not challenged enough”.  It is our job to know just how far, when, and 

how much to push a child academically, finding their strengths and building 

resiliency.  It is a privilege to work with students, and especially your child, and we 

honor that obligation. 

2. We “get to know” each and every student.  So, what do we do to create an 

environment that genuinely helps students find their strengths and areas of growth?  

We get to know each individual child well. The children in our school don’t just have 

one teacher.  We are a community of teachers that work with all students. 

Sometimes school will be hard and that is ok.  But, we strive to never leave a child 

unsupported even when it gets rough. These moments are opportunities for “planned 

struggle” – where we intentionally give students time to work on a problem without 

rushing in and “saving” them. 

3. We all work towards a successful school year for all students.  Remember 

that learning continues and often is extended into the home (out of school) 

environment and this happens naturally.  Help your children by not telling them the 

answer when they “have to know”. Instead, ask leading questions that push children 

to think for themselves. Help students plan and carry out a schedule for doing their 

homework/long-term projects every night. 

Together as teachers, students, and families we are responsible for the success of 

Maria Montessori Academy.  You can be part of this success is getting involved with 

MAPA – our Parent Organization 



 

  

We’re on the Web! 

www.mariamontessoriacademy.org 

Subscribe to your teachers blog and to the school blog for information and 

updates! 

Daily Schedule 
 

Regular Schedule 
AM Kindergarten: 

8:30 AM – 11:30 AM 

PM Kindergarten: 

12:00 PM – 3:00 PM 

Grades 1-8: 

8:30 AM – 3:00 PM 
 

Early Out Schedule 
AM Kindergarten: 

8:30 AM – 10:30 AM 

PM Kindergarten: 

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Grades 1-8: 

8:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
 

Back to School Night will provide you an opportunity to get to know the 

MAPA Board and pinpoint an area of interest to volunteer your time. The 

importance of our parent commitment to the MMA is realized through the 

volunteerism we expect from our families. This commitment is vital to our 

success. When this partnership between the school and the families we serve 

is strong, student achievement is also strengthened. Please remember your 

volunteer hours can be served through working with MAPA or within the 

school in general activities, tutoring, etc.  

Throughout the year I look forward to meeting the new members of our 

school community and connecting with returning community members. I 

encourage families to get to know each other so that we can build new 

friendships and support each other as the need arises.  You will have a great 

opportunity to meet new people and see old friends at the Pancake Breakfast 

on August 16th and Back to School Night on September 4th. Back to School 

Night is an opportunity to meet in the classrooms with teachers and learn 

about grade level curriculum, projects, and expectations.   

A few things to make our year go more smoothly are as follows: 

1. Adhering to the traffic pattern for drop-off and pick-up is imperative 

for a timely start to our day, please refer to the maps posted on the website 

and in this newsletter for specific directions. 

2. Subscribe to our MMA Blog.  This will keep your family in the loop to 

all the events and activities at the school.  

3. And finally, school begins at 8:30 a.m.  You set your child up for 

success by getting him/her to school on time, ready to learn. 

Back to School Orientation for new students to MMA, 1st, 4th and incoming 

7th on Friday, August 15. It is our goal to provide our students with an 

opportunity to get to know their classmates and their teachers in their new 

community before school starts. Please refer to the information in this 

newsletter with specific times and instructions for Orientation. 

We are excited to begin the 2014-2015 school year! At Maria Montessori 

Academy, the staff, faculty, and administration are honored that you entrust 

us with your child’s education. The hours that your children are with us each 

day are so important.  Here’s to a great school year! 

Ms. Stephanie 
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Letter from the Director cont. 

New Student 
Orientation 

 
When you drop off your children for 

the orientation, the classroom 

assistant will be holding up a sign on 

the front curb that indicates their 

teachers’ names. Please direct your 

child to this sign. We asked that you 

do not get out of your car to walk 

your child into the school. This will 

assist in encouraging your child’s 

independence, which is a hallmark of 

the Montessori philosophy. Please be 

prompt with your drop-off and pick-

up so we can assure that your child 

has a successful orientation.  

 Also, we encourage you to 

drop off your child’s school supplies 

before school starts. You may do so 

student orientation, or any other time 

during the week before school starts. 

Please make sure to label your 

bag/container with your child’s name 

& teacher so that they are delivered 

to the correct classroom.  

 

http://www.mariamontessoriacademy.org/


Hello and welcome back! One glance at the outside of 

the building and you will see some of the many improvements 

MMA is making for the 2014-2015 school year. With the 

addition of the junior high campus, the early childhood outdoor 

learning environment and the full time position of a curriculum 

instructional specialist, our 5th year promises to be the best yet! 

My role this year has a variety of duties related to educational 

curriculum. Responsibilities will include evaluation and 

monitoring of current practices and continuous educational 

research.  

With over 600 students ages 3-14 and more than 40 

teachers and assistants; the role of curriculum instructional 

specialist will keep us all connected and authentic in our 

Montessori philosophy and methodology along with meeting 

(or in most cases exceeding) state educational requirements.  I 

look forward to working with all students and teachers across 

all age and ability levels, helping to assure that MMA continues 

to meet the needs of the whole child.  

Some of my goals for the coming year include 

implementing a school-wide peer-to-peer mentoring program, 

starting a school spelling bee and keeping staff connected 

through a monthly newsletter. I am always open to dialogue 

regarding practices and philosophies, please do not hesitate to 

contact me with questions or suggestions.  

Kacee Weaver, M.Ed.     

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Curriculum Specialist Corner 
 

Lunch Program 
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2505 N 200 E 

NORTH OGDEN UT 84414 

 

Phone:  801.827.0150 

Fax:  801.827.0145 

 

E-mail: 
info@mariamontessoriacademy.org 

Students will need to bring a 
lunch every day. Please make 
sure the lunch box is cleaned 
daily. Lunch boxes should be 
labeled clearly with the child’s 
name. Please provide a 
nutritional lunch including juice 
or milk. Soda, caffeinated 
beverages and candy are not 
permitted. Fast food is not to 
be brought to the school as a 
lunch substitute. We encourage 
all students at our school to 
help reduce waste by bringing 
lunch in reusable containers. 
Please help us learn to keep our 
environment clean and healthy. 
Lunches cannot be refrigerated 
at school so include an ice pack 
if the lunch is perishable. There 
are microwave ovens available 
for warm-ups but food should 
be already cooked and require 
less than two minutes heat 
time. In the case of a forgotten 
lunch, students will be allowed 
to call parents twice. After that, 
in interest of encouraging 
responsibility and 
independence, natural 
consequences will apply. 
 



ALL CLOTHING MUST 

BE CLEAN, AND FREE 

OF TEARS/ HOLES 
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Dress Code Policy 

Adopted: April 8, 2014 

*All clothing needs to be free from logos, lettering, graphics, sparkles, sheen, patterns, 

decorative accents, etc. 

** Dress Code is enforced Monday-Friday. Dress Down days will be announced at discretion of 

Director.                                                                                                                                   

Tops  

• Color: Any solid color. 
• Styles: Uniform polos, button-down shirts (must remain buttoned even with undershirt).  
• Layering: Sweaters, pullovers, vests, and sweatshirts may be worn over shirts with collars and 

must comply with solid color restrictions and no logos. Students may wear layer long 
sleeve/short sleeve shirts under collared shirts.  

• School Pride T-Shirt: May be worn any day of the week. This is the only shirt that is allowed 
without collar. For school safety teacher may require all students to wear school shirt on field 
trips. 

Dresses: 

• Must have collars.  
Outerwear:  

• Outerwear is defined as anything worn over the standardized dress, such as, but not limited to: 
hoodies, jackets, and coats. Students shall not be allowed to wear any type of hood/hoodie 
inside the school building. Nothing offensive on outerwear is allowed, such as images, sayings, 
artwork, music groups, etc. 

 Bottoms  

 Color: Any solid color.  

 Material: Cotton, twill, corduroy.  

 Style: Plain, pleated, cargo; no sagging or baggy pants.  

 Skirts/jumpers/shorts: Pleated or straight; hemlines should fall below fingertips when arms are     
extended down sides of body.  

 Leggings must be worn with skirts/dresses. 

 Tights/hose/leggings: Solid colors only; leggings may only be worn under skirts/dresses/skorts. 
Shoes  

• All students need to have a soft sole shoe/slipper that must be worn at all times while in the 
building. The slipper needs to be  

• free from logos, lettering, graphics, sparkles, sheen, decorative accents, and characters. *Note: 
a small pattern is acceptable.  

• Accessories/Hair  
• Hairstyles and hair accessories are expected to be non-distracting and out of their eyes.  
• Jewelry and other accessories are limited to wristwatches and non-distracting earrings.  
• Hats or hoods will be worn outdoors only, and in the manner for which it was designed for.  
• Not Allowed 
• Visible tattoos. 
• Body piercing except ears. 
• Large or clanging jewelry. 
• Bandanas, feathers, or scarves. 
• Bare midriffs when raising arms or when sitting. 
• Clothing that is frayed, has holes, tears, stains or is made of denim. 

Junior High Allowances 

Junior high will follow the same dress code stated above, with the following allowances: 

• Students may wear denim pants. * Students are not required to have slippers. 
 

 



  

 

MMA T-SHIRTS 

 

 

 

Student’s choice is teal (our school color) with white lettering. 

  

 
 

Spirit shirt is light gray with blue lettering. 

The shirts come in youth, girls, ladies, and men sizes, all of these types come in XS-

XL. The girls and ladies cut shirts run small, order a size larger. The cost is $10 for a 

youth shirt and $12 for girls, ladies, and adult.  

To your T-shirts visit.  https://squareup.com/market/mapa/mma-t-shirts 
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MAPA 

 

On our calendar (see our website for 

the 2014-2015 calendar) you will 

notice that October 1st is the end of 

the Normalization period. What do 

we mean by this? Dr. Montessori 

spoke about the “normalized” child. 

The normalized child is able to 

function appropriately in the 

environment and this results in a 

well-balanced child capable of 

achieving his or her goals.  

The characteristics of a 

“normalized” child are… 

 

Self-discipline 

Demonstrates concentration  

Acts independently  

Is self-motivated 

Enjoyment of repetition  

Pleasure found in the work  

No need for external rewards  

Love of learning 

 

To attain these characteristics, our 

staff will be helping your children to 

understand the ground rules of our 

school and their classrooms. We will 

be bonding with your children by 

providing them with team building 

experiences and opportunities to 

learn to both lead and to follow. 

This normalization period is crucial 

to the overall success of your child’s 

school experience at MMA. We have 

designated the first six weeks of 

school to help all of us normalize to 

the Montessori environment. In 

order to support this effort, we 

request that parent’s not park and 

enter the building with their 

children at this time. Fostering this 

independence in your children is 

important to this normalization 

process. The opportunity for 

classroom observations will begin 

on October 1st. Thank you for 

supporting your child’s teacher in 

her efforts to build a productive 

learning environment. 
 

The Normalization 
Period 

 We would like to introduce ourselves as the 2014-2015 MAPA Board.  Our 

president is Irene Linenberger, Vice President is Melinda Montgomery, Secretary 

is Autumn Douglas, and Treasurer is Jamie Pugmire. 

MAPA (Montessori Academy Parent Association) is an organization of parent 

volunteers who foster the relationship between school, home, and community for 

the academic success of all the students of Maria Montessori Academy. To that 

end, the organization works in partnership with the school’s administration, 

board, and committees and organizes events, and fundraisers in support of that 

mission. 

Membership shall be automatically granted to all parents and guardians of the 

MMA students, plus all staff at MMA. There are no membership dues. Members 

have voting privileges, one vote per family. 

Volunteers are always needed and appreciated! Volunteer opportunities include; 

working with students, assisting teachers, participating in school wide activities 

through serving on committees. If you are interested in volunteering, please visit 

the MAPA page under the “For Parents” tab on the school’s website. 

Our committee chairs for the upcoming 2014-2015 year are: 

6th Grade Liaisons – Dore Elmer and Julie Simmons 

Book Fair – Mandee Stephens 

Box Tops – Rachael Bush 

Events – Stephanie Wallis 

Fall Festival – OPEN 

Junior High - Melinda Montgomery 

Room Parent – Heidi Bradley 

Safety – Autumn Douglas 

Teacher Appreciation – Wendy Ryan 

Gala – Sarah Powell 

On the first day of school, August 18th, we will have donuts after drop off at the 

North Shore parking lot. Come meet new friends and celebrate a new school 

year! 

Look for us at Back to School Night if you have any questions or want to help 

support our efforts. 

Also, we are going to have another clothing exchange at Back to School Night. 

Dress code and non-dress code items are welcome. 
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School Supplies 

Each teacher has 

created their own 

classroom supply list.  

Please visit the teacher’s 

blog for your child’s 

supply list. 
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Homework Policy 

“A fundamental truth permeates Montessori’s work: children 

are desperate to learn. In a Montessori class, children are motivated 

to discover why and how things work. Therefore, homework, in a 

Montessori sense, is work that the child does at home, as an 

extension of his or her educational exploration“(Hektor, L 2010) 

We know that parents are a child’s first teacher; this comes 

with a great deal of responsibility and it is a relationship that doesn’t 

end when a child enters school. Real learning is not limited to the 

schoolroom and children need to see their family’s excitement for 

learning and real-world applications, in order to fully reach their 

potentials.  

Even though we do not require traditional homework at MMA, 

we do encourage activities, which constructively direct a child’s 

pursuits during home hours, while nurturing their interests and building 

family bonds. Science fair, continent studies and other interest-based 

or cultural focused projects encourage independent learning along 

with research and writing skills. The presentation of these projects 

builds confident public speakers and creates an atmosphere of high 

interest learning. These monthly and long-term “home projects” are 

best completed with an adult as a guide and resource for the child, 

helping the child to meet the expectations set forth. 

We also ask that children read and write daily. Reading is 

established as a time set aside for reading whatever children find 

interesting (either individually or aloud), and writing is either in a 

journal or involves freely chosen creative or expository writing 

exercises.  

We may also ask that children practice spelling words or math 

concepts at home. In fact, many activities may constitute homework, 

including household chores. Responsibilities at home help the child 

develop language skills and cultural awareness. Making math a real 

part of the home environment (pairing socks and counting by twos; 

dividing a pizza into equal pieces; shopping and making change) and 

giving the child a voice in family decisions are important to the child’s 

perception of math concepts and economic geography. 

The goal for the Montessori family’s homework is to be 

practical, purposeful and continuous; spending quality time inspiring 

children’s natural curiosity and love for learning. This requires 

considerable parent participation, understanding of the Montessori 

philosophy and regular communication with the school. 

 

School LAND Trust 

The School LAND Trust 

Program, established by the 

legislature in 1999, distributes the 

“annual dividend” from the 

permanent State School Fund through 

school districts and charter schools 

for all public schools in the state. 

Elected parents, elected teachers, and 

the school’s principal serve on 

School Community Councils. Charter 

schools are not required to have a 

council but instead have trust land 

committees that make decisions 

about the School LAND Trust 

Program. LAND stands for Learning 

And Nurturing Development.  Our 

council or committee prepares a plan 

that identifies the school's greatest 

academic need(s). Local School 

Boards approve the plans, and 

funding is sent to each school with an 

approved plan before the school year 

begins. Our council or committee 

receives an annual dividend from the 

permanent State School Fund every 

July to implement our school's 

approved plan during the next school 

year. The program is paperless and 

visible on the web at 

www.schoollandtrust.org.  
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Meet the CC Coaches 
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 We are so excited to offer a Cross Country 

team here at MMA for the first time ever! The 

team is open to anyone grades 6-8.  

 A Jr. High level cross country courses is 2 

miles in length. Our runners will be learning about 

good running techniques, proper nutrition, proper 

stretching/warm-ups, self-motivation, goal setting, 

and good sportsmanship while focusing on 

building a feeling of support and community and 

most importantly having a blast! 

There will be a Player/Parent meeting held 

on Thursday, August 21st at 5:30 for parents and 

players to meet the coaches and sign-up to run.  

We will need parents to sign up at this meeting to 

volunteer to help with meets, carpools, etc.  Any 

help given to the team will also count towards the 

schools required 40 volunteer hours. Practices will 

start the following Monday, the 25th at 3:15-5:00 

pm. Practices will run on a Monday, Wednesday, 

Thursday schedule. Once meets start, there will 

be 2 practices and a meet a week. Meets will be 

on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  More information 

will be given as the season progresses.   

MMA Cross County 2014 

 

 “In High School I ran Cross Country 

and Track and eventually coached 

both sports for several years at 

Layton High School. I graduated from 

Weber State in 2008 with a BA in 

Public Relations and Advertising. I 

currently am the Graphic Designer for 

Ogden Litho, Inc (a local print 

company). I live in South Ogden with 

my family (Crystal, Axel and Tyden).” 

 

 

 “I'm a mother of three and my kids 

have all attended Maria Montessori. I 

ran track and cross country all four 

years of high school and continued 

on to College with a scholarship for 

track and cross country. Since then 

I've continued running for fun and 

love to compete in races, I'm 

currently training for the Tough 

Mudder. I'm very excited to coach for 

the team and can't wait for the 

season to start!” 

 

 

  Wendy Knight lives in Harrisville. 

She has two kids at Maria Montessori 

and one anxious to start. She's been 

running her whole life and did track 

from 7th to 12th grade. She ran in 

state twice, her sophomore and junior 

year. In her free time, she writes 

young adult novels and plays a lot of 

tennis. 

 Get ready to start training for our 3rd annual 5K Run for 

the Redwoods! Mark your calendars for September 13th at 8 AM. 

This is a fundraiser our 6th graders do to kick off fundraising for 

their 6th Grade Field Trip to the Redwood Forest in April. Come 

support our students and meet the other families of MMA! More

 detailed information will be sent out through August and

 September.  We can’t wait to see you there! 

5K Fundraiser: Run for the Redwoods! 

Wendy Knight 

Heather Owens 

Hyrum Rappleye 
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To ensure the safety of your children and yourself,  

please follow the below protocols. 

GENERAL GUIDELINES 

 Please be patient and courteous toward MMA staff, students, and other drivers. 

 Be on the lookout for students using the crosswalks in the parking lot. 

 Stay in your vehicle at all times. 

 Refrain from mobile phone usage while driving on school grounds. 

 Students will exit and enter from the RIGHT side of the vehicle only and at the CURB only. 

 Students must be picked up at dismissal or immediately following an after school program.  If a student is left 
for more than twenty (20) minutes after dismissal time, the school will start a late list and parents will be 
asked to conference with the Director. 

 Note: By law, all vehicle occupants must be secured in a seat belt and children under eight (8) years old must 
be in a car seat or booster before vehicle is in motion. 

 

PROTOCOLS 

 Enter MMA parking lot from 200 east. 

 Turn right into one of the staging lanes, pulling forward only as directed by staff. 

 When a staff member indicates, complete the U-turn and pull forward alongside the curb as far forward as 
possible. 

 Unload and load students from the sidewalk into the right side of the vehicle. 

 Check for seat belt security. 

 Turn right and drive around the backside of the MMA building. 

 Turn right or left onto 2550 North. 
 

JUNIOR HIGH 

 Junior High students will be dropped off and picked up with all elementary students at the main curb.  The 
Junior High students will then proceed to the south crosswalk in which they will be directed across the street 
to the Junior High portables.   

 

HELPFUL HINTS 

 Park across the street at North Shore and walk over to pick up your student. 

 Arrange a location for all of the students riding with you to meet. 

 When waiting in the car for your students, please turn off the engine.  We are an idle free parking lot. 

 

AUGUST 2014 

 

MMA Drop Off  / Pick Up Procedures 
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MMA Drop Off  / Pick Up Map 
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